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Welcome to the October 2011 Edition of Clan Moffat UK Newsletter.

In this edition we acknowledge the achievement of John Moffat on the anniversary of the 
sinking of the Bismarck. Thanks to the generosity of Guy Moffitt, USA, we have the 
opportunity to read about the exciting experiences of his ancestor, Andrew Moffitt, Royal 
Naval Surgeon, recorded in his diary in the eighteen forties. Niamh and David Elliott kindly 
provide us with a progress report on the Archibald Moffatt house and we hear from Colene 
Vincent about her observations on the earthquake in New Zealand after her return home from 
the AGM in Moffat. Steve Moffatt has found information about William Moffett of Shalwell and 
Jean Carter shares with us her memories of the use of the term “a Moffat measure”.  We also 
have reports from our various committee members and articles from Hazel Crammond on her 
experience of family history research and about a recent visit to Orkney and Shetland. 
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Jim

Annual Meeting in Moffat 2012

Next year our meeting in Moffat will be held on the weekend of 16th June 2012.

The AGM will be held at 3pm on Saturday 16th June at the Proudfoot Centre, 
Moffat.

Our annual dinner will be held again at the Buccleuch Arms in Moffat on the 
Saturday evening. More details to follow.

mailto:moffatclanpiper@me.com
mailto:moffatclanpiper@me.com
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Dear Members,
 
I was a little disappointed by the numbers at the AGM this year. I know we had a big occasion 
last year when the Americans came over but I would like to see more of you attend. Some 
members do travel a long way each year and this year we had one from New Zealand (not her 
first visit by any means).  We do have a good camaraderie and if more of you attended we 
could arrange more events.  We do have a problem with recruiting officers for the Executive 
Committee and I do feel it is not fair to have the same people doing the job for several years.  
The positions of Treasurer and DNA Co-ordinator have been vacant for a couple of years now, 
so if anyone is interested, please let us know.  You could contact any member of the 
Committee.
 
I would also urge you to encourage your family members to join. Why don't grandparents bring 
their grandchildren to Moffat and get them interested in their heritage?  They would love a 
break in the school holidays. I know next year we are changing the date of the AGM to June, 
but it will go back to August again.  In 2014 we plan to have our AGM to tie in with the 
International Gathering in Edinburgh and have asked the Americans to come over then.  I 
would love to see the Moffats as the largest contingent there. So put the date in your diaries 
and join us.
 
Please also think about going to America.  We have been kindly invited by the American 
Society to attend the games in Virginia next year at the end of August.  At the moment I think 
only four people are definites.  We need more to join us to make a reasonable sized party.  If 
we fall into lethargy about our Association, it will be no more in a few years.  Please join those 
who put so much work in and you may find you will enjoy it.
 
Spero Meliora 

Jean Moffat of that Ilk
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Letter from Clan Chief

 268  -  Mrs Angela Gilbert.
 
269  -  Dr Rob Moffitt OAM.   AUS.
 
270  -  John W Moffat.
 

New Members of Clan Moffat UK

Welcome to

271  -  Mrs Jean A Bradley.  NZ.

272  -  Stephanie J Saunders.

        273  -  Mrs Elizabeth W A 
           Davidson.  



4

       I am writing this having just returned from Moffat where we attended the Annual General 
Meeting of the clan. This year the attendance was particularly poor, though why that should be 
is, of course, not known.We can, however, make a few guesses as to why so few members 
turned up. It could be that in the present financial circumstances some members simply 
couldnʼt afford to travel to, and stay in, Moffat. Last year we had the International Gathering, 
which was very well attended, and it might be that a lot of members decided just to give this 
yearʼs meeting a miss. It could be that some members thought there was nothing on the AGM 
agenda that sparked interest. Or it could be just apathy that kept folk away. Whatever the 
reason you didnʼt come to Moffat this year, I hope youʼll make the effort next year as it can be 
quite dispiriting to see such a low turnout, particularly after all the work put in by the 
committee. In addition, if you want to influence what decisions are made you need to be at the 
AGM to cast your vote.
    
    This year we had to consider changing the date on which the meeting will be held next 
year, and after much discussion agreed to move it to June even though that was going against 
the constitution. The reason for making this extraordinary decision was because the usual 
weekend of the AGM will clash next year with the closing ceremony of the Olympic Games, 
and the committee were concerned that this fact might result in even fewer members 
attending. The only reason that the second weekend in August was originally  chosen for the 
AGM was so that we could attend the Border Gathering in Dumfries on the Sunday. As that 
event was cancelled last year due to financial constraints, and is unlikely to be resurrected for 
some years,there is no good reason for the date to be enshrined in the constitution and a 
motion to remove that clause will be on next yearʼs agenda. With any luck, some members 
might find the June date more convenient and swell the numbers. 
    
     It will be as well if that should happen, as there is likely to be a much more contentious 
motion on the agenda, and it would be more healthy for the democratic process if the largest 
possible representation of the clan membership were there to vote on it. Both at the 
committee meeting and at the AGM there were contentious views expressed on the question 
of accessibility  to the Genealogy Database. In short, this boils down to whether access should 
be limited to fully  paid up  members or, as is the existing situation, open to anyone who logs 
onto the www . clan moffat. info website. There were strong feelings on both sides of the 
argument, but as the subject was not an agenda item a formal vote could not be taken and the 
matter was deferred. If, as I suspect will happen, it appears on next yearʼs agenda any vote 
on the subject should be taken by as many members as possible.

    Finally, last week Radio 4 broadcast a programme called Open Country which was 
recorded in Moffatdale, and visited various sites that are well known to many of us; the Grey 
Mareʼs Tail, the Devilʼs Beeftub, Corehead Farm (where they met someone from the Borders 
Forest Trust) and Moffat itself. The programme also featured Alistair Moffat, the well known 
author and television presenter, who gave a presentation about the Border
Reivers at our Gathering last year. Whether or not the BBC will repeat it Iʼve no idea, but 
those who know how to do these things can probably hear it online at the BBC Radio 4 
website, or even download it as a podcast (whatever that is!).

Your kinsman,

George.

Chairmanʼs Letter
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Marion Doidge (member 125) in Swift Current, Canada, on the birth of her grandaughter, Kaya 
Indira Doidge. to her son Craig and his wife Mahitha. Kaya was born at 7.15 am on September 
1st, weighing 8lbs 8ozs.

Membersʼ News

Clan Moffat UK  Newsletter October 2011

Congratulations to

Mrs Agnes Cummings (64) and her husband who celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary on 18th August 2011.

Mrs Rachel Shaw (99) and her husband on the birth of their baby.

Colene Vincent from new Zealand has sent this photo of this 
yearʼs Clan Moffat Annual Dinner at the Buccleuch Arms 
Hotel, Moffat in August.
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Sinking of Bismarck Commemoration

SEVENTY years on from one of the most famous engagements of the Second World 
War, the only British surviving veteran from the sinking of the German battleship 
Bismarck is expected to join members of the Royal Navy’s Fleet Air Arm today for a 
commemorative dinner.

Now in his early 90s, John Moffat can remember the events of May 26, 1941, as if 
they happened yesterday.

Although he now lives near Dunkeld, John is a native of Swinton and went to school in 
Earlston

Today, he is hoping to be at RNAS Culdrose in Cornwall – Icelandic volcanic ash 
clouds permitting – one of the Royal Navy’s biggest helicopter bases and the location 
of his former wartime unit, 820 Squadron.

It was Fairey Swordfish torpedo bombers from 820 Squadron which crippled the 
Bismarck in a daring attack that signalled the rise of maritime air power.

Two thousand German sailors were killed in the sinking, which came just two days 
after the Bismarck had destroyed the British battle 
cruiser HMS Hood, with the loss of 1, 418 crew 
members. The loss of the Hood prompted Britain’s 
wartime leader Winston Churchill to issue his 
famous order to “sink the Bismarck”.

And it was the single 1,600lb torpedo dropped from 
John’s biplane Swordfish – nicknamed the Flying 
Stringbag by pilots – which had dived out of a 
cloud-filled sky and through a hail of enemy fire 
that damaged the Bismark’s rudder.

That single devastating blow crippled the 56,000-ton battleship and allowed Britain’s 
Home Fleet to close in and fulfil Churchill’s orders.

The Bismarck’s captain, Ernst Lindemann, had managed to give the Royal Navy’s 
chasing pack of vessels, which included the battleships King George V and Rodney as 
well as the heavy cruiser Dorsetshire, the slip.

With thick cloud making for poor visibility, John and his comrades from the aircraft 
carrier Ark Royal had been dispatched to find the Bismarck. The German ship was 
spotted by chance by a Catalan flying boat and John, aged just 21, and two other 
aircraft from 820 Squadron then shadowed the monster of the North Atlantic for 
several hours before being ordered to attack as the Bismarck made a desperate run 
for the safety of the French coast.
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John’s crew led the attack: “We dropped our 
single torpedo from about 1,500 yards and then 
got the hell out of there as fast as we could,” he 
recalled.

“I never saw the hit, but the next crew did. The 
Bismarck had turned and gave us a big target 
and I got it right up the backside. She was more 
or less crippled and had lost her ability to steer.”

That allowed Royal Navy ships to move in. 
Shells and torpedoes from the British warships 
pounded Bismarck.

Returning to the burning ship, which was still 
afloat despite heavy shelling from Royal Navy 
warships, John’s squadron had orders to launch 
further strikes. But just as they arrived, the 
Bismarck rolled over after, it is believed, Captain 
Lindemann ordered her to be scuttled, throwing 

hundreds of men into the water.

Flying overhead at just 50ft, it was a sight John says he will never forget.

“It was a dreadful sight – seeing all those men in the water with no chance of being 
saved,” John told The Southern this week during a break in preparations for travelling 
to Cornwall for the special anniversary dinner.

“But in the days between the Bismarck leaving port and being sunk, she’d taken the 
lives of 5,000 sailors so it had to be done.”

Out of a crew of 2,200, just 115 sailors from the Bismarck survived. “Churchill wasn’t 
kidding when he ordered the Bismarck sunk. The ship was a menace to all allied 
shipping.”

Although there was no sense of elation from John and his fellow airmen over the 
deaths of men they considered fellow sailors, there is now a sense of dignified and 
quiet pride on a difficult job carried out.

And John says the young pilots and aircrew he meets at such events as today’s 
anniversary dinner always like to hear about the Bismarck mission.

“I always get a very warm feeling when I am in their company – they welcome me 
back as one of their own, no matter that it’s been such a long time since I was in 
uniform,” explained John, who finished the war as a lieutenant commander.
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John’s dad, Peter, ran a garage. When he was 10, the family moved to Kelso where 
his father ran a charabanc, operating between Berwick and Galashiels. Peter later 
became the local manager of the SMT company.

It was in 1939, just before the outbreak of war, that John signed up with the Royal 
Navy’s Fleet Air Arm.

Now a grandfather and great-grandfather, the retired hotelier added: “I am supposed to 
be the guest of honour, but then that could simply be because I’m the only one left 
from that event!

“I think this will be the last such event I’ll be able to attend. But I’ll never forget the 
Bismarck. I think you always remember something like that so clearly. I know I will.”

A book written by John, in collaboration with Mike Rossiter, entitled “I Sank the 
Bismarck”, was published in 2009 by Bantam Press and is still available.

Copyright The Southern Reporter 28th May 2011

( In September 2010, Lt Cmdr John Charlton Moffat, R.N.V.R. became the first Clan 
member to be added to the Clan Moffat Roll of Honour, honouring Clansmen and 
women who, by their works great or small, have brought honour to the Moffat name, or 
who have contributed to the general good of Clan Moffat. John was presented with a 
Citation by Gordon and Hazel Crammond on behalf of Clan Moffat UK see back page, 
October 2010 Newsletter and Page 10, April Newsletter)

John Moffat at the Clan Moffat tent 
at the Clan Village at The 
Homecoming event in Holyrood 
Park in 2009.
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Genealogistʼs Report

The Database of Moffats continues to grow, not just in quantity – although the total of 
individuals is now edging up to 29,000. It is also improving in quality, mostly  thanks to my 
correspondents, whose helpful comments have shed light in otherwise dark corners. The work 
of tracing families present in the 1881 census back through earlier censuses of 1841 through 
1871 and forwards through 1891 and 1901 is now complete. Having completed this for 
England and Wales last year, I spent most of this year going through this for Scotland. In the 
course of doing this, Iʼve visited Edinburgh on 2 occasions, including a 4 day stint during 
August. This was necessary to determine the structure of families when there is such a small 
pool of forenames in common use. 

That done, I have now commenced entering Irish data from the 1901 census. Most of what is 
now the Republic of Ireland has been entered, and I will soon tackle the Ulster data, where 
indeed most of the Moffats are situated. There are 2080 Moffats in Ireland in 1901, and 2180 in 
1911, with of course very considerable overlap. Spellings show more variation than found in 
England and Scotland, so look out for Moffit(t), and Moffet(t) in addition to the more usual 
Moffat(t).

The Database has been consulted by  internet users world-wide, especially  from Australia and 
New Zealand. I give below some of the areas in which the Database has had noticeable 
improvements, and give my thanks to the correspondents who have contributed.

*   Robert Thomson Moffat, b North Berwick, and apprentice baker in Jedburgh. He sailed to 
New Zealand in 1877, and settled in Melbourne starting a bakery business. He married Clara 
Myers in 1893, and even stood for Parliament in 1892.

*   Andrew Moffitt, b 1812 Toneywall, Ireland. Naval Surgeon, and respected family doctor in 
Sydney, New South Wales. And his relative William Taylor Moffitt, whose two sons fought with 
the ANZAC  forces at Gallipoli and the Western Front. His daughter Elaine Florence Moffitt 
(1900-1996) married Captain George Hutcheson, who managed the Sydney Naval Dockyard 
during WW2.

*  James  Fairlie Moffat (1862-1923), b  Paisley, married to Maggie McInnes. Butcher in 
Glasgow. Not to be confused with James Moffat (1861-1913), Glasgow) married to Marion 
Cunningham. Also a butcher in Glasgow. Their son William Brechin Moffat (1898-1950), born in 
Glasgow and emigrated to New Zealand.

*  George Moffat (1802-1857), Westmorland, England, several of whose children emigrated to 
New Zealand. 
 
*  Annie-Bella Moffat (1897-1991) from Kilmarnock, Scotland, who married John McNeill Scott 
and emigrated to Canada.
 
*  Alexander Moffat (1876-1942), Edinburgh, brass finisher, and his daughter Mary  Brunton 

Moffat (1916-2005), whose first husband, James Gilray (1913-1944) died in the RAF in WW2. 
Also David Moffat (1900-1963) foundry worker, Midlothian, Scotland.
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*   Adaline Uretta Moffat b  Holywell, Flintshire, Wales 1892 and her sister Mabel Gwynedd 
Moffat b  1894. Not to be confused with Gwen Mary  Moffat, b  1924, ex-hippy explorer and 
author.
 
*  Robert Gray Moffat (1851-1919), one of whose sons was John Kerr Moffat, b Cambusnethan 
1883, whose son was Robert Gray Moffat (1907-1975), and another of whose sons was Robert 
Gray Moffat, b 1878, who also had a son named Robert Gray Moffat, (1908-1959).

*   The family of James Moffatt and Elizabeth Delaney from Birr, County Offaly, Ireland, who 
settled in Sheffield, Yorkshire, working in the stainless steel and cutlery  industries. 
Includes Stanley Alec Moffatt who died 1942 in Egypt in WW2, and James Moffatt who died in 
the Allied attack on Crete, 1941.
 
*  The family  of Thomas Taylor Moffet (1890-1967) from South Shields, County Durham, whose 
son Alexander Mackie Moffet died fighting in WW2 at El Alamein.
 
*  The family  of James Moffat, 1822-1901, who moved from Dumfriesshire to London. Includes 
his daughter Jane Moffat (1851-1924), who married Augusto Gianella, a confectioner from 
Switzerland.
 
 
*  George King Moffat (1887-1979), Major Royal Artillery Company, and Company Director, and 
his son Dr. James Roxburgh Moffat (1919-2005).
 

Colin Moffat, 
Genealogist, Clan Moffat UK, 
Kingston-on-Thames, September 2011

William Moffett of Shallwell

We came across a story in The Northumberland and Durham Family History Society Journal 
called "All at Sea"  Some tales of the press-gangs in the north-east", by K. Lovet Watson :

An encounter at Swalwell in March 1759 was well-documented however, and reported in the 
Newcastle Courant:

Saturday evening an unfortunate incident happened at Swalwell, part of a press-gang 
endeavouring to carry off one William Moffett, but he making resistance a scuffle ensued, and 
Mr Bell interfering, he [Mr Bell], was run through the body and died soon after.  A midshipman 
was much wounded but is in a fair way of recovery.

An advertisement appeared in the same issue of the Courant offering a reward of £20 for the 
capture of Moffett, who was accused of murdering Mr William Bell. Moffett was apprehended at 
Whitehaven in May and committed to trial at Durham Assizes.  His ultimate fate is unknown.
                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                         Steve Moffatt ( Member 255)

First  published in The Northumberland and Durham Family History Society Journal 
Vol 1, No 4 (1976).
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Do you have friends with Moffat connections or family who are 
not yet members of Clan Moffat UK?
Membership of the Clan makes an ideal birthday or Christmas 
gift.
If you would like to gift a membership please contact the 
membership secretary for a form.

Clan Moffat Merchandise

Bookmark                                £0.75
Postcard                                  £1.00
ʻThe Moffatsʼ Minibook            £2.50                   
Add 35p per item towards p&p

Paperweight                            £5.99
Coasters (pk  of 2)                   £4.00
Fridge magnet                         £2.99
Decorative spoon                    £3.99
Decorative thimble                  £2.99

Add 75p per item towards p&p
 

ʻThe Moffatsʼ book by Major F Moffat   £25
Add £2 towards p&p
 
Pewter Clan Crest Badge                 £13.95
Pewter Kilt Pin                                  £13.95
Moffat Corsage                                   £6.99
Leather Key Fob                                 £9.50

Add 50p per item towards p&p
 
Ladies Kilted Skirt (new) Size 12, length 29”          
£35.
Pewter cufflinks and cravat pins will be available 
soon.

All items are available from Erica Seggie, Whinney Brae, 
Tundergarth, Lockerbie DG11 2PP
 

New Zealand Earthquake

In the last edition of this Newsletter, Colene Vincent reported on the devestation caused by the 
earthquakes in New Zealand. It will take many years to return to normal life. The people of 
Christchurch are showing great detemination in their efforts to move on. The Anglican Cathedral 
sustained further damage in June when the stained glass windows were destroyed. The 
Japanese architect Shigeru Ban has been commisioned to design a temporary cathedral from 
cardboard to last until the original is restored. The cardboard construction is surprisingly strong 
and recyclable and is made from eighty six cardboard tubes. It will provide seating for seven 
hundred and cost two million.

Another example of determination to overcome difficulties is the Canterbury Caledonian Society 
Pipe Band whose practice hall, built in 1902, was destroyed with over a thousand other 
buildings in Christchuch City Centre.  Many valuable instruments and uniforms were lost. With 
generous local and international support the band continued with their plan to compete in the 
World Pipe Band Championships and were given a warm welcome in Glasgow in August.

Colene Vincent provides an update on the earthquake on page 15 .

Clan Moffat UK  Newsletter October 2011

Gift Membership 
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John C Moffat of Dunkeld has sent a request for our researchers,
 
“ to research the history and origin of Nicholas de Moffat, Bishop of Teviotdale then Glasgow – 
C13 ʼ.
Colin Moffat, our Genealogist, replies,  “ I very much doubt that there's much else to find. Had 
there been more, I am sure that at least one of the three below-quoted authors would have 
picked it up.
Nevertheless, feel free to check out the references quoted by George Black.
 
(a) Robert Maxwell Moffat "A Short History of the Family of Moffat of that Ilk", 1906
"AD 1268. Nicolas de Moffet was Bishop of Glasgow from 1268 to 1270, then the most 
important and powerful ecclesiastical position in Scotland. He was in learning and intelligence 
and scientific attainments the foremost man in Scotland at that time".
 
(b) George F. Black "The Surnames of Scotland" 1946
"Nicholas de Mufet, a cleric, witnessed a charter by Walter, bishop of Glasgow, before 1232 
(LSC, p 55) and c 1250-51 he appears as archdeacon of Theuidale (Kelso 148, 149). In 1268 he 
was elected bishop of Glasgow, but died unconsecrated in 1270 (Dowden, p 305)."
References:
LSC: Liber Cartarum Sancte Crucis, Edinburgh, 1840.
Kelso: Liber S. Marie de Calchou; registrum cartarum abbacie Tironensis de Kelso, 1113-1567, 
Edinburgh, 1846, 2 v
Dowden: The Bishops of Scotland, by John Dowden DD, Glasgow 1912
 
(c) Francis Moffat of that Ilk, "The Moffats", 1987
"Sir Bernard Burke, Ulster King of Arms describes the Moffats thus: <... As early as 1268 
Nicholas de Moffet was Bishop of Glasgow (which he seems to have remained until 1274), and 
the armorial bearings of the different branches appear to indicate some connection with the 
church.> In Nicholas de Moffet's time the Bishopric of Glasgow was the most important and 
powerful ecclesiastical position in Scotland, and he would clearly be, in learning, intelligence 
and intellectual attainment the foremost man in Scotland of his time. Sir Bernard was certainly 
right about 'some connection with the Church'. Nicholas, then only 'a cleric', witnessed a charter 
of Walter, Bishop of Glasgow, before 1232, and about 1250-1 Nicholas reappears as 
Archdeacon of 'Theuidale', or Tweedale."
 
Greetings,
   
Colin “
 
Colin Moffat, Genealogist, Clan Moffat UK

Letters to the Editor

I was very interested to see the item about the “Moffat measure” as I grew up with this 
expression.  My late father was a good host and provided a very generous spirit measure which 
was always known as  a “Moffat measure”.  My father was an only child, and I never knew my 
grandparents so I have no way of knowing if the term was passed down through the family.  
However it has certainly now passed into our family language and my adult children continue to 
use the expression.

Jean Carter   nee Moffat ( Member 230 ) 



13

Treasurerʼs Report

In this yearʼs accounts I show the costs of the International Gathering. At the outset I said that 
all the leisure events should be self accounted by the individuals who were organising them, 
this policy worked wonders and apart from the event being an unqualified social success we 
broke even financially! 

The subject of public liability  insurance raised its ugly head this year at the Newcastle FHS Fair 
and proved to be extortionate relative to the gain we would derive from being in attendance. We 
still need to explore this subject which has also been the cause of many cancellations of many 
street parties for the Royal Wedding.

This current year we will not have the expense of producing the Directory which was a big cost 
£560.00 plus postage £160.52 to the membership. I trust that if members update their 
Directories we will not have this cost to meet for a few years.

At the Council Meeting last night it was agreed that we would fund up to £50 in total this year to 
defray some of the petrol expenses to those attending the various events across the Borders,

The Bank Account terms and conditions at Lloyds TSB and HBOS have deteriorated and 
cheques can only be raised for amounts over £500. The interest rates are such that running a 
deposit account with HBOS and a Treasury Account with Lloyds are negligible at the moment. 
The transfer of monies from the American Bank to our own for the International Gathering was 
an awesome experience albeit a saving grace when administrating the accounts and my thanks 
go to David Wallace Moffett for his co-operation in this matter. If we exclude the total cost of the 
Directory which is £750.22 we have pretty much broken even this year but we need to improve 
our balances in the next few years to counteract inflation and prepare ourselves for the next 
International Gathering.

Again I appeal for someone to take over the Treasurerʼs roll which I resigned from 3 years ago. 
There must be someone with accounting experience outside our committee that can fulfil this 
roll.

I commend the accounts to the meeting and ask for a proposer and seconder to sign the 
accounts as a true record.

Halifax Building Society Balance = £2804.26

Lloyds TSB Balance                     = £ 439.90

Year End Balance $ $          £3244.16

13 August 2011

A G Crammond
Acting Treasurer

Clan Moffat UK  Newsletter October 2011
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Moffat Book Exchange

5 Well Street, Moffat Dumfriesshire UK DG10 9DP (44) 01683 220 059

moffatbookexchange @ yahoo.co.uk www . moffatbookexchange . co .uk

Moffat Book Exchange has operated in a number of sites in Moffat for about 
11 years. It was founded by Andy Armstrong, who retired in November 2008, 
and is currently run by Katherine Clemmens and her husband, Derek Notman. 
The majority of books we hold are second-hand, however we stock some new 
titles, particularly Scottish material. We try to hold books of local interest, 
including Burns, John Buchan and Bertram Smith. We stock a number of 
books about Moffat, and area,  including the “Moffat Miscellany” series by Jim 
Storrar, and the latest book by Emilio Dicerbo, “Moffat Connections”, which is 
based on local families memories and photographs. 

Only a fraction of our stock is catalogued. Please ask us if you are looking for 
particular titles or subjects.

You can also find us on Facebook.

Clan Moffat UK  Newsletter October 2011
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 St Peterʼs Church Riccarton

The Christchurch Earthquake Update September 
by Colene Vincent (Member 129)

I arrived back in Christchurch from my trip to the UK at 2.30 pm Wednesday  31st 
August to lovely spring weather, but there had been two small aftershocks that morning.        “ 
Welcome Home Colene ”. Thankfully  they are not happening as frequently now, but there have 
been two after shocks in the high 4 mag, the strongest being 4.95 mag in the early hours of the 
morning. Most people can tell if they are over 4 mag, as we have been through so many that we 
donʼt often react to smaller ones.

Having been away for nearly  six weeks it was an awful shock, having to go into the city 
for a dental appointment. My dentist is near the cordon, which is still in place around part of the 
central city. I  passed  by  where there had been buildings before I left NZ  and now they are just 
open spaces with no trace of what had been there previously. As I sat in the dentistʼs chair I 
could hear much banging and when I asked was it in their building, the reply was “ No you canʼt 
quite see it from this window, but contractors are gutting the internal of the building prior to it 
being demolished, and the large building we are seeing from this window is coming down next.”  
As I came away from the Dentist I had been wanting   to turn left into the street where the 
buildings were to get to another part of the central city but of course the street was closed. I had 
to make several detours to get to the next area. In so doing I passed the vacant area where the 
buildings had once stood of the Company that my Father had been employed by for fifty years. I 
was just holding back the tears !!  Many people here are walking or cycling around the cordon 
as there is so much of our beautiful city  that is no more and the sad thing is as you pass a 
vacant site you sometimes say to yourself, “ Well what was here before ? ” Having lived in 
Christchurch all my life I feel a strong need to see what has gone.

Thankfully  some repairs are starting to be undertaken on buildings that can be saved 
and amongst these is the St Peterʼs Church at Church Corner where some of my Moffats are 
buried. The lovely  stained windows from the damaged areas have been saved and will be 
replaced. The organ is also being protected. It is not known how long the repairs will take but at 
least they are started.
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“Arrived in Simons Bay 23rd of October. We were lighted into the bay at 10 oʼ clock p.m. 
by a great comet. This comet was the largest on record, the tail extended over 450
degrees.”                                      
                                                       From the Diary of Andrew Moffitt, Royal Naval Surgeon 1843

Guy Moffitt from USA has kindly provided Clan Moffat UK with a copy of part of the diary of his 
ancestor, Andrew Moffitt, who was a Royal Naval Surgeon. The diary gives a detailed account 
of the pursuit of slave ships along the West African coast in 1843.

This is the second of a number of journals, The extracts produced here are a copy of the 
version which was retyped in about 2004. It had been originally copied and typed up in the early 
part of the 20th Century. The other journals are all in long hand and reside with Guyʼs aunt in 
Australia. As well giving detailed information about Andrew Moffittʼs adventures at sea, the 
diaries offer an insight into his feelings about returning home to spend time with his family in 
Ireland.
 
Sunday 7th May 1843. Sailed from Little Fish Bay - Monday 8th, felt myself very unwell, an 
attack of fever and sore throat, brought on by going onshore and having my feet wet; anchored 
in St Marthaʼs cove; next day we rowed to St Phillipʼs Bonnet to see the Bittern and Waterwitch, 
which not appearing we anchored on the 19th in a bay on the southward of the Bonnet, 22nd. 
Sailed for Loath where we arrived on 24th. I went on shore there and saw great quantities of 
guinea fowl, deer, etc but could not get any, not having any heavy shot.

26th sailed. I saw a wreck on the south side of Salinas Point, bore up to speak to a vessel at 
anchor on the other side of the Point, we got information of a vessel that passed the day before 
with English Ofilcers on board bound to Benguela. We immediately went after her, expecting to  
hear some news of our relief.
Saturday, 27th May, anchored in Benguela, the vessel was a prize to H.M.S Lily, captured in the 
Mozambique, and was on her way to Sierra Leon for adjudication.

Sunday 28th, went on shore with the Commander to call on the Governor who received us very 
politely, but as he could not speak a word of English, I was obliged to stand interpreter between 
them, which was no easy task as they were very loquacious. Sailed same day for south to pick 
up a boat. Thursday, rounded Salinas Point, and having picked up the boat, stood to the 
Northward again.

Thursday 20th July, we again anchored with the Bittern in Benguela Bay. Saturday 22nd, sailed 
in company with her, after standing off the land some time she shaped her course for St Helena 
and left us the only cruiser on the station. Monday 31st, went into Cocumba for water, and on 
the 2nd August we again sailed for the Southward, but the wind being very light and foul, we got 
drifted a long way out to sea, without making any progress to the Southward. Tuesday, 8th 
August, found by observation, that we were nearly 50 miles off the land. In the evening a very 
strong wind came from the Westward. We immediately made sail to the favourable wind, and 
carried on all night - in the morning we found ourselves becalmed and close to the land, about 
three miles to the Northward of Catumbela River, where we observed a large brig with her sails 
loose, but they hung idly to the yards for want of a breeze. Our boats were lowered and manned 
immediately, and went in chase. In less than two hours she was our prize; she had her slaves 
on board, but seeing our boats coming, they were relanded with everything they could 
conveniently carry away, and then they scuttled the vessel, slipped her cable, and hauled her 
on shore but finding they could not destroy her effectuallly in that way, they got a large quantity 
of powder, which they covered with Oakum, and kindled a fire on the top of all, but before the 
fire reached the powder, our gallant fellows dashed on board, headed by the Commander and 
2nd Master, water was thrown on the fire, and when the smoke cleared away the shot- holes in 
the bottom were discovered. 



17

On removing the Oakum to stop the shot holes, they found the powder which was intended to 
blow them up.During all this time the crew of the vessel were peppering our fellows from the 
thick brushwood in the shore, but as Providence would have it, not one of them was hit. An 
anchor was laid out in deep water and, the tide rising, she was soon afloat again, when they 
made sail and stood down to us; we received them with three hearty cheers, and then stood 
inshore with our prize, to repair the damage she had sustained. We found an immense stock of 
wine, porter and ale with other things, which were exceedingly palatable after a long cruise. In 
two days she was all right again, when we tried rate of sailing with her, but she walked away 
from us in such a manner that we were convinced had we met her at sea we should have had 
no chance of coming up with her.The commander, seeing her sailing qualities, put a gun on 
board, with 12 hands, and left her cruising off the Port of Benguela whilst we should go to the 
Southward.
 
Thursday 24th of August / 43. Whilst lying in St Maryʼs Cove, observed H M S Sappho running 
along the land. Made sail and joined her and the next morning we anchored in company with 
her in Elephant Bay. 

Monday 28th, we sailed from Elephant Bay to the Northward but did not reach St Phillipʼs 
Bonnet until Wednesday, 30th, when we observed a large brig standing to the Northward. We 
chased her a short way but the Commander, fancying she gained on us, hauled the vessel to 
the wind and we ran in and anchored under St Phillipʼs Bonnet, having strong suspicions of the 
stranger, we were much annoyed at giving up the chase, and gave her up as lost to us, unless 
the prize vessel should fall in with her, which was cruising to leeward of us.

Thursday 31st, the Sappho hove in sight, and signaled to us that our prize had captured the 
vessel. On going aloft to the foreyard, I could plainly make out both vessels.

Thursday 8th February sailed and fell in with Sappho. Stood to the Southward and supplied one 
of her boats with provisions. Monday, 12th February anchored in Elephant Bay having passed 
by Loath without examlning it. Next day sailed for Loath, when we got within sight of that Bay, to 
our great mortification we saw H.M.S. Conway with a prize which must have fallen into our 
hands had we gone in instead of going to the Southward. Anchored in Loath same night.

Thursday, 29th February. The Conway is still in sight thus have we been haunted and 
tormented almost beyond endurance by this ship and I must say the only thing renders it 
supportable is that we are so soon leaving the Station. Anchored at 7pm same evening in 
Cocoanut Bay, at 4pm next day Sappho arrived and anchored.

Sunday, l7th March sailed and next morning anchored in Cocumba Bay. We went on shore to 
get fowls, or whatever else there was for sale but finding nothing to purchase, we went on 
board and sailed for Ascension a little before sunset. Whilst we were getting under weigh the 
portuguese fired several muskets, as a salute which we returned with three great guns, happy 
at having at last bid a final adieu to that confounded coast, our hearts were like the vessel's 
sails, (clean full), as we sat on the poop looking back at the land fast receding from our view my 
mind was occupied in a retrospective view of the many scenes and transactions in which we 
had been engaged during our cruises there, and although I should be very sorry to have to act 
them over again, still the recollection of them was by no means unpleasant now that we were 
about to quit the place forever. Thus it is that the recollection of past events often afford the 
most lively satisfaction, that many inconveniences that may have occured to the time being 
forgotten, or so softened down, as to add to the pleasure.

Clan Moffat UK  Newsletter October 2011
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Tuesday 2nd April stood into the roadstead and came to an anchor at 10.00 a.m. The 
appearance of the Island is rugged and desolate in the extreme, being covered for the most part 
with scorio and calcined stones. The north western point of the Island is nearly flat with a slight 
inclination towards the sea. From various parts of the place conical hills ascend almost to a 
point, some of which cannot be less than a 1000 feet in altitude; from the anchorage the highest 
peak called the green mountain is sometimes visible with the clouds, which generally surround 
its top; Clearaway the NW point of the Island appears, to a person sailing close to it, like a very 
rough rnountain bog after a light shower of snow. This is produced by the volcanic ashes mixed 
with the black scorio; some of the cones beforementioned are of a dark brick red, whilst others 
are of a grey colour. This variety has a pleasing effect,and takes away the sameness.

Wednesday, 3rd April 44. I went on shore with a couple of my messmates, and the Master of a 
Merchant Schooner, at half past 7 PM., for the purpose of walking up to the high peak, or green 
mountain, as it is called. Our road lay round the foot of a high cone called flagstaff hill, which is 
imrnediately above the town, the road is very good and well adapted for travellers on foot or 
horse back and it is tolerably level for the first 5 miles, then comes the zig zag road to get to the 
top of the mountain, having got to the base of the mountain, deliberated whether it would be 
better to follow the zigzag road, or go by a foot path which went straight up. We decided on the 
latter, and after much scrambling and frequent resting for breath, we at least succeeded in 
reaching a ridge of rocks immediately below the mountain house. From this point we had a most 
splendid view of the disorder of the Island, we could see the long line of road by which we had 
ascended, with the large white washed water tanks looking like cottages in the distance, here 
and there at intervals leading to the town; immediately below us in a deep ravine the celebrated 
drip of water called Dampiers Spring was visible, every drop of water appears to be most 
carefully husbanded, the garrison at the present time being on an allowance of a gallon and a 
half per man in the day.

Having finished a bottle of wine and some cheese, we ascended to the mountain house, and 
were shown into the officers quarters and we were agreeably surprised to find ourselves in a 
beautiful garden filled with trees, with a net cottage for the officers at one end. We were received 
most kindly by Dr Elliot who is an lrishman, whose family live near Cligher; having taken some 
refreshment, we proceeded with Dr. E. through a tunnel of several hundred feet to the opposite 
of the mountain. This tunnel was made for the purpose of communicating with some wells that 
were discovered on the other side of the mountain, from those an iron pipe leads through the 
tunnel opening in to the several tanks on its way to the town. Having examined the machinery 
for pumping the water into the pipes, we proceeded towards the top of the peak. This part of the 
mountain is covered with a kind of course grass and great quantities of a small shrub called the 
cape-gooseberry. At length we reached the highest point which is 2800 feet above the level of 
the sea. On this spot grows a large blackberry bush,and there is barely space for two or three 
persons to walk around it. The sides are precipitous unless by the way we came up. Fortunately 
for us the clouds were very dense below and around us otherwise the view must have been 
grand from so great an elevation.

We descended to the cottage by another road and on the way fell in width some holes dug out 
of a cliff of cinders which appear to have been human habitations at some remote period. The 
interior of the walls and roofs of these primitive houses were covered with a thick coating of the 
dwarf fern.The cinders, of which the ground in the Island is composed, appear to be a kind of 
coarse earth closely compacted together. 

Monday, 1st April 44. At a little before 6 oclock pm. we saw the Island of Ascension about 40 
miles to the westward, having run on for some time, so as to be within an easy distance, we 
have to for daylight, the whole of the voyage up to this place was truly delightful, having had a 
smooth -- (was ) -- and a fair wind all the way.
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Saturday, l6th June started for London by the Southampton Railway, after I had lost sight of the 
sea a strange emotion came over me. I could scarcely restrain the tears from starting into my 
eyes, my very heart was wrung within me. I had not heard from home for more than two years 
and as I directed my letters to be sent to my agents, not knowing how long I should stop at 
Portsmouth. Now I had the certainty of getting some news whether good or bad. At 6 p.m. I 
found myself at Northumberland Court No. 4. Soon after I called on my agent who handed me a 
letter which gave me the joyful intelligence that all my friends were well. Monday, 18th June, my 
nine and twentieth birthday. Friday, 23rd June at 6 pm. Passed my 2nd examination before Sir 
Wm. Bumet.

Wednesday, 27th went by the Liverpool Railway and passed to Dublin in one of the companyʼs 
boats and on first of July went down into the country by the Cavan Coach. Late the same 
evening, I arrived at my home after an absence of more than five years. No, I cannot, suffice to 
say we all wept. It was not sorrow that brought tears to our eyes, but that hidden fire of the 
heart, over which we have no control, and that can only be quenched in a flood of tears.

From the S. Eastern boundary of the harbour. This island rises to the height of 8000 feet and at 
its top is far above the clouds which hang about its neck and sides, and thus supply the people 
living at its foot with plenty of fresh water, provisions were very cheap and particularly eggs of 
which we could buy 30 for a shilling.

Thursday, 16th May went on shore with the Commander and some of the other Officers to call 
on the Consul, W. Minchin who took us to several places. We visited the American Consul's 
Gardens, W. Daubney which contain a great variety of plants and is laid out with much taste. He 
has also got a nursery of silkworms in the various stages, from the eggs to the cone, from which 
the silk is wound. They are fed with mulberry leaves and require the constant of several people.

Saturday, t8th May. Sailed from Fayal. The winds were very light and variable for several days, 
so that we advanced towards England very slowly. Tuesday, 4th June/44 about 5pm hove to in 
the English Channel and sounded in 86 fathoms, the weather being very thick with a drizzling 
rain. There were a number of vessels in our vicinity.

Thursday, 6th at half past ten a.m. made the S.East end of the Isle of Wight and at 12 oʼclock 
anchored at Spithead. Got underwleigh same evening and ran into Portsmouth harbour. From 
some new regulation on person was allowed to go on shore until the ship should be paid off. It 
was very unpleasant to be within a stones throw of the shore without being allowed to land. This 
lasted until 12"'June when we were paid off after which I put up at the Kepples Head in order to 
get some plainclothes for travelling.

The Island of Fayal is most beautifully cultivated, the number of inhabitants is about thirty 
thousand on this island alone, the chief town is called Orta, which is the capital of the group 
Pico Pico.

Consequently, the water that has percolated through the cinders, when it comes to the 
substance, runs over its surface and causes an oozing of water. In this way the principal part of 
the springs are formed.

After having undergone the action of fire, it is very porous and freely allows the water to 
percolate through it. It easily gives way to a pickaxe, but as not to fall down on itself, unless 
moistened by a great quantity of water, frequently veins of a black substance like coal intersect 
it horizontally which is impervious to water
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Some thoughts on Researching Family History from
Hazel Crammond

We have just been watching “Who Do You Think You Are?” The programme makes it look so 
easy to find out all about your forebears as  everywhere these celebrities go there are Historians 
to prepare documents and translations and find entries in parish registers and so on for them.

Our research work has been so much harder over the past 30 years, and with the Crammond 
family I am still no further back than I was all those years ago when I found the family in Scotland 
baptising their children in 1772-1787.  I have researched all lines from these children and 
followed the several branches of that family, looked at maternal lines and everything else I can 
think of but I still don't know where or when the parents of this family died or where the family 
originated. I suppose the logical answer is they came from originally Cramond the village outside 
of Edinburgh but why did they land up in Smailholm, Roxburghshire. I am beginning to think I will 
never find out! It is strange that the branches who stayed in Scotland and moved to Edinburgh 
took the name spelling with one ‘m’ and those who moved south of the Border use the two ‘mm’ 
form but are all related. 

Similarly our Moffat family – John Moffat & Sarah Kirk were married at Tynron in 1759 and had a 
son baptised Daniel in 1760 at Tynron but we have not been able to find out  any  more about 
the parents except those two entries. Which family did they come from and what happened to 
them? Son Daniel was buried at Irongray in 1821 having produced a family with Mary Walker in 
Glencairn, Dunscore and Hollywood.

I have made some great friends with people who have contacted me about our forebears (or 
asked for help with their own ancestors of this and other surnames) and I have been able to help 
them with research in England and Scotland while they have reciprocated by looking up records 
in Canada and America for me. 

The journey has been exciting and interesting and I don't think I could ever get tired of 
researching.

For better than three months and a half I remained amongst my friends, enjoying every comfort 
my heart could wish for, but this could not last always, my leave was up, and I daily expected to 
be ordered off. Thursday, 24th October, received orders to join H.M. Steam Frigate Penelope on 
the coast of Africa. This was a sad blow and one I did not expect, after coming from the coast so 
lately, besides having received a verbal promise from the Physician General that he would not 
send me to the station again. With sorrow I bade adieu to my father, sister, brothers  etc. and on 
Saturday, 26th at 3 am. I was on my way to comply with my orders. The morning was miserably 
cold. Same night I arrived in Dublin and put up at Enniskillen Hotel and on Monday, 28h sailed 
from the north wall by the Cambridge Steam boat at 9pm. Tuesday, 29th arrived at St. Georges 
pier head at 2pm. and had my luggage removed to Mrs. Heartleys near the railway.
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DNA REPORT 2010-2011

$ The publicʼs awareness of DNA as a tool to research genealogy increases as the media 
publicise the subject through television and the press. We now have a database of 53 Moffat 
& variants, and many testees have increased their match markers especially  where they have 
found someone who is a distant relative on our website.  This updating has been the main 
activity  in the project during this last year. So far our DNA haplograph shows the following 
groups emerging.  34 North Europeans, 2 Vikings, 1 North American-Asian, 1 North African-
Southern European and the additional 15 testees appear to fit into the North European group. 

FTDNA © All Contents Copyright 2001-2011 Genealogy by Genetics, Ltd.

By kind permission of FTDNA

There is a collective wealth of information in our database crying out for someone to co-
ordinate the data and take forward our understanding of where our progenitors came from. 
The answer must eventually  come from this collective data and deserves analysis. In the 
eventuality of no-one coming forward from Clan Moffat UK to take over this project we have an 
offer from FTDNA who could take over the administration of the project. This subject was 
discussed at the AGM and was considered not to be the right way forward.
During the year there have been several promotions and price reductions that have been 
advertised on our website and are worthy of consideration. I would recommend that new 
entrants should start at 25 markers and above as a match below this figure is not conclusive.

This year Hazel & I had a holiday on the Shetland and Orkney Islands and it brought to 
my mind how communities intermingled and their DNA identities changed. In this case the old 
fishing industry  and now the oil industry are modern examples in the history of the islands. 
Interestingly  there are Moffat families who are still on the islands and in the local telephone 
directories. It would be interesting to find out if these Moffats have Viking connections. 

Now that we have passed the 53 testees mark we need to set ourselves a target of 100 
so if your paper trail has ended and you are a male Moffat then why not have your DNA 
tested. It may link you with relatives who you did not know existed.

A G Crammond
DNA Co-ordinator.
13 August 2011
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Shetland and Orkney Island Records

Shetland has a new state of the art Museum & Archive Centre at Hays Dock, Lerwick, 
www. shetlandmuseumandarchives.org.uk where we spent a few hours exploring the 
Museum. Set in a restored 19th century dock the building has two floors of displays telling 
Shetlandʼs story from its geological beginnings to the present day. There is a shop  and café/
restaurant and boat shed. Here we were able to see the St Ninian Island treasures discovered 
by a local boy and archaeologists from Aberdeen University in 1958. Silver bowls, jewellery 
and other items believed to date from about 800 AD. 

In the centre of the town of Kirkwall, Orkney, is the Bishopʼs Palace and St Magnus 
Cathedral which is still vibrant red and yellow sandstone after 861 years. The name goes back 
to a more ancient kirk which was built by the Norsemen 1,000 years ago. There we saw some 
Mouat & Mowat headstones, perhaps these too are connected to the Moffat name.

Looking at the Shetland Database  - www. bayanne.info/Shetland/search.php  we found 
lots of Moffats and Mouats included. In the phone book we found at least 8 Moffats and pages 
of Mouat. The Shetland Family  History Society is based at 6 Hillhead in Lerwick and was 
started in 1991. Their journal, ʻCoontinʼ Kinʼ is published quarterly and their secretary can be 
contacted by email at secretary @ shetland-fhs - org. uk or via website www. shetland - fhs. 
org. uk

 Another research place is the Orkney Library  & Archive Centre, 44 Junction Road, 
Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1AG or email  archives @ orkneylibrary  . co. uk or telephone 01856 
873 166.

Hazel Crammond
26/08/11

Bernard Giraudet, from France has sent 
this information to Hazel Crammond.
( See April Newsletter P 12 )
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The following extracts are from Colin Moffatʼs report on the Symposium of Moffat Lore held 
during the Clan Moffat International Gathering of 2010. Colinʼs full report can be found on page 
19 of the October 2010 Newsletter.

Archibald Moffatt House

 In January 2008, David and Niamh Elliott acquired a Historic "B" Listed Building in Academy 
Road, Moffat. It was built in 1751 by Archbald Moffatt, a Kirk Elder who was established as a 
Weaver in Moffat by 1744.

The house built with nine rooms on two and a half floors, with offices, outbuildings and walled 
garden was at the time the most significant house in Moffat and was known as Archbald 
Moffatt's House and Garden at Townhead.

It has been David and Niamh's mission to restore the house and garden as built. 

The historic site virtually  unaltered is still extant, but needs conservation and restoration. It is a 
measure of the importance of Archbald Moffatt House that one of Scotlandʼs most prestigious 
Conservation Architects Simpson and Brown, Edinburgh wish to be associated with it.

The archaeology of the site together with the 1751 social and historical context of the building, 
it's material science, that it was built by a significant Moffatt in Moffat, that it is so little altered 
renders it a site of great importance to the built heritage of Scotland.
                                                                                                             Colin Moffat August 2010                                                                                                                      

 Progress Report from Niamh and David

We have been working non stop since April on the next phase (in order of urgency) of works 
restoring Archbald's house. The paint has come off the front, the front has been re-pointed in 
lime mortar, the Outhouse as it was built of clay and boulders in 1751 was completely derelict 
has been virtually re-built and the Stonemasons in the coming week will be finishing off the 
rear boundary wall, all in the nick of time before "lime time" runs out for another year (until the 
frosts are over in April 2012).
 
Our Joiner George Hunter and his man Shaun Elliott have hand made amazing windows to 
the original 1751 design, they are painted in old style linseed oil paints from Holkham Linseed 
oil paints. We had hand made glass blown and supplied by Ben Sinclair of Norgrove Studios 
and shortly our Joiner will be working with our local roofer Rab Wilson to re-build and restore 
the early Georgian roof on the Outhouse. Our very brilliant Stonemasons who have literally 
saved this historic building from collapse and slowly worked on the restoration are D&S Little 
Stonemasons of Dumfries.
 
We met Johan Findlay OBE JP last summer through her book in which she had written of a 
Court Case in 1765 where john Moffatt Archbald's second son gave evidence as he had 
witnessed a crime in Moffat. Archbald had to accompany his son and bear witness alongside 
him as john was only 12 years old at the time of the incident. The "living history" for Johan 
Findlay was amazing, to visit the house to where the witness summons was delivered and it 
being described in the Court papers as Archbald Moffatt's house at Townhead Moffat.

Clan Moffat UK  Newsletter October 2011
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Very occasionally there comes along an experience that transcends the normal run of the mill 
moments of life. David & Niamh acquired Archbald Moffatt House almost by default in that their 
minds were occupied elsewhere. The house quickly manifested its uniqueness both in terms of 
the history of its originator and the methodology of its construction. 

The house stands astride the Cruck houses of rural Scotland and New Town Edinburgh. The 
local inhabitants scratched their heads, why have intelligent urban people bought the most 
dilapidated house in town? Its lamentable condition reflected its history of rejection. {It has only 
been to the market three times in 260 years.} however it had also never been “gentrified”. Its 
construction materials were virtually all “found”: river boulders, clay and heather. Its stones had 
travelled down from Hartfell, the Omphalos of North Briton, millennia ago. In order to proceed 
with the restoration our masons had to recognize the limitations of cut stone from a quarry and 
return to the river to gather boulders in the identical manner used in the early 18C. Hence the 
luminescent revelation, the transcendent experience of place and spirit.

                                                                                     Niamh and David Elliott September 2011

Archibald Moffatt House
(continued)

David Elliott, Johan Findlay and Colin 
Moffat by Archibald Moffatʼs house.
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Future Events

The Homecoming Scotland 2014
 
The second Homecoming is to be held in Edinburgh on 23rd and 24th June 
2014, the 700th anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn, 1314.

 
Other Anniversaries in 2014.
 
The 20th Commonwealth Games in Glasgow – 23rd July - 3rd August 2014
 
The 40th Ryder Cup Golf at Gleneagles – Autumn 2014
 
The 200th Anniversary of the first publication of Walter Scottʼs Waverley 
Novels – 7th July 1814
 
The 800th Anniversary of the death of King William I (Lion) at Stirling Castle - 
4th December 1214
 
The 800th Anniversary of the coronation of King Alexander II at Scone – 6th 
December 1214
 

The Moffat Book Festival will be held in October this year.
 
The next SAFHS Conference will be hosted by Tay Valley FHS.  It will be held 

in Dundee in April 2012.
 
Dumfries and Galloway FHS will be holding a Fair to celebrate itʼs 25th 

Anniversary in 2012.  A date is yet to be 
arranged.

 
The Borders FHS will host the 2013 SAFHS Conference. 

Events June 2012

16th. Clan Moffat Annual Meeting
23rd - 24th. Moffat Classic Car Rally
30th.British Pipe Band Championships - Annan
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 Please send cheque made payable to  
"C. Moffat"  
address: 74 Dickerage Road, Kingston-on- 
Thames, Surrey, KT1 3SS. 
 --------------------------------------------------------- 
 1. Please send me ..... copies of the  
    Moffat Literature CD. 
 
2. Please send me ..….. .copies of the  
    Clan Moffat UK & Eire Newsletters CD. 
 
I enclose a cheque for £................sterling 
 
Name ....................………………………. 
 
Address .......................................…………… 
 
…………………………………………………… 
 
Tel………………………… 

CLAN MOFFAT CREST  
IN CROSS STITCH 
 

Kit includes 14 count Aida, threads, 
needle, chart 
and full instructions. 
Crest on a background of the  
Clan Moffat tartan. 
 
 (A coloured photo is available on request) 
 
Designed by Bunty Davies, member 24 
in co-operation with the Clan Chief   
 
The cost is £16.50 (plus p&p)  
with a percentage going to Clan Moffat 
UK  
 
For kits or further information, please 
contact 
 Bunty Davies Tel: 01556 612463 or  
Email: bunty.davies@fsmail.net 

CLAN MOFFAT LITERATURE  
and NEWSLETTERS CDs 

1)  Five rare and early books on the Moffat  
      Family and Town. 
      (i) A Short History of the Family of Moffat of     
           that Ilk, Robert Maxwell Moffat, Jersey,            
          1908 
     (ii) History of Moffat, W. Robertson Turnbull,  
          1871 
    (iii) Moffat Past and Present, John Brown,  
          1873 
    (iv) Fairfoul's Guide to Moffat, 1879 
     (v) Robert Moffat, Hero of Kuruman, David  
          Deane, 1890 

2) Clan Moffat UK & Eire Newsletters on 
CD 
      No.1 (Oct 2000) to No.12 (April 2006) 
 
Supplied in PDF Format, for reading on 
your PC, or printing into a book at your 
local copy-shop. 
  
The cost is £15.00 per CD (inc P & P)  
with a percentage going to Clan Moffat 
UK. 

mailto:bunty.davies@fsmail.net
mailto:bunty.davies@fsmail.net
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Clan Moffat UK  Newsletter October 2011
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Betty Telford reports that Ian was interviewed by the Press and Journal and it seemed to 
go all over North of Scotland.
He was  recognised as soon as they arrived on Shetland thanks to the front cover of 
the Motoring Section and article inside with another photograph. 
Additionally, when they arrived at Crathes Car Show, it was just being announced that 
their son Alan, our Webmaster, had won the second prize in a raffle, a £100 gift 
voucher.

Ian Telford at the Crathes Car Show, June 2010

Mr Modeste Moffat from St Lucia is 
an expert woodcarver, making birds, 
elephants and monkeys from coconut 
shells. (From Clan Moffat UK 
website)


