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Change seems to be in the air at the moment. As I write, the day when the people of Scotland 
decide their future in the Independence Referendum is fast approaching.!
!
This summer was different for Clan Moffat in that there were two gatherings, one in June as 
part of the Homecoming, commemorating Bannockburn and our usual AGM in August.!
!
Another change is that in this edition of the newsletter we are publishing contributions from 
the children of Moffatt Academy. These are the winning entries of the Clan Moffat Children’s 
Writing Competition. Madam Jean presented prizes to these pupils at the Gatheringg in June. 
I am delighted to say that it is intended that this will be an annual competition.!
!
I have also decided that as this is the ninth edition of this newsletter since I took over as 
editor, it is time after this edition to begin working on a new format for the publication.!
!
This coincides with discussion of two matters relating to the newsletter at the AGM.!
The first was the proposed change of name to more truly reflect the nature of the publication 
which is felt to be more like a journal than a newsletter.!
!
The second was whether to offer members a digital version of the publication. This is 
potentially an exciting change because although I know some members prefer to receive a 
hard copy in the post, there are others who would find it very convenient to be able to read it 
on an iPad, laptop or television screen. It also offers increased possibilities for the publication, 
free from the constraint of limited use of colour in a printed edition.!
We intend to provide for both tastes and George Moffat gives more detail about this on page 
22 .  !
!
We have another fascinating article from David Burns Moffat, providing insight into the 
medical condition of our ancestors. Ron Moffat gives us his personal story of his attempt to 
link his Norfolk ancestors with those in Dumfriesshire.!
!
It was a great pleasure to take part in the varied events organised as part of Homecoming 
Scotland in June and to meet Moffats from all over the world. I hope you enjoy the 
photographs which hopefully capture the spirit of these events.!

!
Jim Moffat, Editor!

Deadline for April 2015 Edition 28th February 



Our Gathering in Moffat in June was a great success.  We had a lovely Reception and meal 
at Moffat House on the Thursday evening which was a great opportunity to meet more of our 
cousins from America.  The schoolchildren's writing competition was terrific.  Their stories 
were excellent and we had fun giving out the prizes.  We hope to make this an annual event 
which hopefully will inspire the children to write 
more about their heritage and the town.!
!
Friday night in Stirling was when we had to 
march from the castle esplanade right down 
through cobbled streets of the town with all the 
other clans and pipe bands.  I was amazed at 
how many of the townspeople turned out to 
wave us on.  Then we had Bannockburn over 
the weekend.  There was also an Armed Forces 
Day being held in Stirling on the Saturday, which 
always attracts a lot of people, but it did not stop 
many more coming to Bannockburn.  There was 
certainly a lot to do and see especially the re-
enactment of the Battle of Bannockburn.!
!
I would like to make a special thank you to 
Bunty Davies who worked tirelessly to organise everything.  I know she had to fill in 
numerous forms for us to have a Clan tent etc.!
!
There is talk of there being another Homecoming in about four or five years time.  It would be 
good to see new members attending such events, especially our AGM every year.  Next year 
we hope to make more of a weekend of it, details of which will no doubt be later in this 
Newsletter.!
!
I hope you all have a great Festive Season when it comes.!
!
Spero Meliora!

Letter from Clan Chief
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Chair’s Blather!

That’s the first year of my second tenure as chairman completed. It has been quite a busy few 
months with the first running of the writing competition, the visit of our American cousins for 
the Homecoming and Bannockburn events and then our annual gathering, I have thoroughly 
enjoyed meeting so many of you over the summer.!

I am as always grateful and humbled by the hard work of the committee members without 
whom Clan Moffat UK could not exist, but continue it does and not only that it thrives, leading 
the way to show other clan and family organisations just what can be achieved.!

Paul ensures our books are balanced and we continue to look for ways to economise and 
hold membership fees down. Gordon and Colin are looking to take DNA and Genealogy 
projects to a whole new level, where once again Clan Moffat UK will be leading the way. The 
Writing competition has been a success and raised a lot of interest and raised our profile in 
the local area and Bunty and Erica ensure we have a presence at various family history 
events as well as keeping the admin/membership side of things in good order. Jim’s 
newsletters are always an interesting and educational read. Betty is owed all our gratitude for 
maintaining our very effective presence on the internet.!

An organisation is only as good as its members and so I thank you all for your continued 
support and commitment. One potential threat we foresee is a need for new blood to step up 
to fill committee positions so I would ask those who feel that they could fill one of the roles to 
let us know, committee members are more than happy to take on ‘apprentices’ and mentor 
them until they are happy to take over completely. Another issue is that it would be nice if 
more members were able to attend the AGM, to this end we are looking to expand the Annual 
Gathering to make it more interesting, if you have any ideas as to what you would like us to 
consider including, then please let a member of committee know.!

David Kennedy-Moffat

Chairman’s Letter

Deadline - April 2015 Edition - 28th February 2015
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From Bunty Davies, Secretary!

bunty.davies@btinternet.com!
!
It was decided at the last AGM to extend our time in Moffat next year, in the hopes that more 
people will attend.  Because of the Children’s Writing Competition, we will need to hold it in 
term time, so the end of August was decided upon.  Our meeting in Moffat next year will 
therefore be held on the 21st and 22nd August 2015. !
!
 If, in future, we planned a longer weekend, say three days, with more activities such as 
speakers, would this make you more inclined to come to Moffat for the AGM weekend?  We 
understand that for many of you it is a long journey just to attend the AGM and meal.  Please 
let me have your thoughts on this, preferably by the end of November, as events have to be 
planned well in advance.!
!
On the morning of Friday 21st August 2015 we intend to have the presentation of prizes to 
the children at the Proudfoot Centre.  For the afternoon I have made a booking to visit 
Dumfries House.  Approximate numbers will be required for this booking and for the coach 
before the end of the year.  Therefore, if you feel you would like to join in with this trip, 
please let me know by the end of November.  I can’t let you know accurate costs as yet, but 
it will be in the region of £16 plus coach fares, payable in advance.  !
!
The AGM will be held at 2.30 pm on Saturday 22nd August 2015 at the Proudfoot Centre, 
Moffat.  The Committee Meeting, for those involved, will be at 10.30am at the same place.!
!
Our annual dinner will be held again at Moffat House Hotel.  This will be on the evening of 
Saturday 22nd August 2015  at 6.45pm for 7pm.  !
!
Details of all the above will be expanded in the Spring Newsletter when I will have more 
details!
!
Hoping to see you next year. ! !   
!
Bunty!
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Soon after the Homecoming in June I received this message from John 
Moffett, Editor of Moffatana, the American Clan Society publication.

Greetings All…!
We made it back to Kentucky in USA and brought with us many memories from our Scotland 
Trip.  We had a great time visiting Caerlaverock and Hermitage Castles.  We were able to hike 
along a portion of Hadrian’s Wall at Twice Brewed and hiked up to Lock Skeen atop of the Grey 
Mare’s Tail Waterfall.  We toured Glenturret Distillery at the Famous Grouse Distillery near 
Crieff, we rented a Flat in Moffat.  We toured both Edinburgh and Stirling Castles.  Besides all 
that we thoroughly enjoyed the evening with Chief Jean and our cousins from Scotland, Great 
Britain and USA.  The dinner was excellent and the service couldn’t have been better.  Jim’s 
piping set the mood for the whole event.  Thanks to the organizers for the dinner and Jim 
thanks for the soothing and welcoming music.  It’s not every day or in this case evening to have 
the opportunity to walk in a parade from Stirling Castle down to the King’s Knot.  We were 
greeted warmly by the large crowds who lined the streets.  That in itself was spectacular, but to 
be surrounded by pipes and drums just emphasized what a special time it was.  Visiting with 
others at the Clan Moffat Tent on Saturday at Bannockburn Live Event was enjoyable and we 
witnessed firsthand the “liquid-sunshine” that sometimes changes plans, but we were prepared 
with ponchos and rain gear.!
 I want to personally thank everyone for the many different arrangements that were made to 
make our trip so worthwhile, enjoyable and memorable.  I look forward to the opportunity to 
return.!
Many thanks,!
John!

Message from America

!
 Clan Moffat UK Children’s Writing Competition 2014!!

First Prize                  Finlay Fraser - Dowds, aged 10  “ The Accidental Time Traveller ”!!
Second Prize             Meg Redshaw, aged 10   “The Magical Story of the Moffat Ram”!!
Third Prize                 Skye Alexander, aged 10  “The Grey Mare’s Tail”!!
Highly Commended   Scarlett Freeman, aged 11 “Stories and Facts about the Beeftub”
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Clan Moffat UK Children’s Writing Competition!
First Prize Finlay Fraser-Dowds, aged 10!!

The Accidental Time Traveller by Finlay Fraser - Dowds!

 “But mum!” argued James, Do it now! Mum yelled back from the kitchen.!
James sighed. !
“Do it!” Mum yelled even louder,!
James stomped up to his room. His mum had been nagging him for ages to do his history 
competition entry for school, he had to write about past life of Moffat (that was where he 
lived), so, so, so boring !!!! He didn't even know anything about Moffat except the Ariete’s 
had set on fire last week because their coffee machine blew up!!
        !
Half-heartedly looking among all the mess, James eventually found the crumpled, dirty 
piece of paper he had been given to write his story on, sat down at his table, found a pencil 
(he wasn't bothered it was blunt) and tried to think of what to write. Zilch. Nought. Zero. 
Nothing came into his mind. He felt hungry, very hungry. He picked up some change off his 
bedside table and crept slowly downstairs and out the front door.!!
 He was relieved to get out of the house, he needed some fresh air. He walked slowly down 
to the corner shop and walked in. It was mid-summer and nowhere near Christmas but even 
so Jingle bells was blaring out of the speakers as he stepped in. He went over to the 
biscuits and scoured the shelves for something good. JAFFA CAKES! He took two boxes of 
the amazing original combination of light sponge, dark crackly chocolate and the smashing 
zingy orangey bit. His favourite! He took them over to the counter and handed them to the 
fat man serving, the fat man scanned them through the cash machine then said “£2.20 
please.” James handed him £2.50 the fat man took the coins and handed back a 20p and a 
10p, James took it and left the tiny shop.!!
He stepped out onto the street and decided to go to the park for a kick about, Toby would 
definitely be there, (Toby was James’ best friend) he practically lived at the park. He started 
to open a box of Jaffa cakes as he crossed the road, he stepped out not looking (too busy 
concentrating on opening his box of Jaffa cakes) as an Audi came speeding round the 
corner and right into James! The Audi sped on while James lay sprawled out on the ground 
unconscious.!!
James could feel cold cobbles jagging into his back beneath him and could hear people 
talking and cows mooing. Slowly he opened his eyes, he was very puzzled, where were the 
cars parked in the middle of the high street? Where were the Moffat toffee and the Star 
hotel? Slowly and warily James got to his feet and walked dizzily over to the benches where 
the War Memorial should have been. James felt even more puzzled he sat down and 
looked at the people that were walking up and down the high street, he saw a horse and 
cart moving away fast from where James had been lying earlier.He stumbled over to a man 
herding cattle and yelling at the others helping him “come on! Hurry up; we'll never make it 
to the Beef Tub in time!”!



James asked ” Where am I?”!
The man replied “Moffat obviously! Now leave me alone, we'll never get to the Beef Tub 
with these stolen cattle in time if we spend our life talking to idiots like you!”!
He walked away highly offended and made towards a girl about his own age who was 
wearing an apron and looked a bit like an old fashioned maid as she stood outside a hotel 
painted pale yellow.!
     !
As he crossed the road he dwelled over the thought that she had travelled in time! “No, 
couldn't happen, but there is no other explanation,” thought James. He continued over to 
the maid-person. When he reached her she said, ”Hello sir.”!
James was taken aback, he felt quite important now because she had called him sir! No 
one had ever called him that before! He mumbled an indistinct word that was meant to be 
“Hey.” The girl replied “How can I be of your assistance?” James was starting to enjoy 
being treated like this, wished that his sister did this rather than being a lazy, smelly, slob! 
He asked the girl “Where am I?’ !
“Moffat Sir,” the girl replied.!
So he was in Moffat that horrible man wasn't lying!” James thought. “Em,” James said,!
“What year is it?”!
“Fourteen twenty-two,” the girl replied. James was stunned; he had time  travelled! He had 
to get back to 2014!!!
Not looking where he was going, he sprinted past a large building where the town Hall 
would normally be, as he ran past he could just make out the words “Moffat Baths”. He 
kept on running. More words flashed around him from the buildings. !
“Blacksmiths’ - he could hear clanking of metal on metal.!
‘Moffat Tavern”- bit dirty, brown rickety shack, tall, lots of people laughing.!
“ Moffat Inn” - also tall, white.!
Stalls. Lots of people in weird clothes staring at him.!
Brown horses pulling carts.!!
All this he saw as he ran by, dust and sand covering every inch of the ground, in the 
distance all he could see was cattle, trees and fields. On and on he ran until BAM! He had 
run into a horse and cart, it sped on leaving James once again sprawled on the ground 
unconscious. !!
James groaned and looked around groggily he could see blurry people standing over him, 
eventually they came into focus. James could see his mum crying, his sister looking as 
slobbish as ever, not really caring about her younger brother. James could also see a 
police-woman with her note book out scribbling something down.!!
Slowly, James sat up and groaned again, his mum had already started hugging him as if 
she would never see him again! He mumbled “Geroff Mum!”!!

8



She stopped hugging him and started questioning him along with the policewoman.The 
questions James was pelted with flew in one of his ears and right out of the other; 
meanwhile his sister still looked around like he wasn't there, his mum stopped 
questioning him and took out her phone, rang and number, waited while it rang, then 
began talking. !!
Soon James could hear a car coming. It was one of those ambulance car things. Two 
paramedics got out of the car thing, opened the back door and slowly helped James into 
it with his mum following after. They drove round a corner James saw his house; they 
stopped, helped him out again with his mum following him.!
         !
They supported him through his front door, through to the living room and lay him down 
on the old brown sofa. Soon the paramedics left and he was alone with his mum in the 
room, he was in so much pain, he sat there groaning like a constipated elephant all 
afternoon. Eventually he drifted off to sleep; he had no dreams, he was in too much pain. 
He woke with a start remembering his history homework, he tried to jump of the sofa but 
couldn't because he was in so much pain, he groaned like a constipated elephant again 
then set up slowly. His mum tried to make him lie down again but, he insisted on doing 
his history project, eventually his mum reluctantly allowed him to walk painfully up the 
stairs to write his project. James arrived in his room, got his pencil (still blunt) and began 
to write.!
      !
James wrote of everything he saw, the people in weird clothes, the stalls, the tavern, the 
inn, the horse and carts and the baths where the town hall should have been. On and on 
he wrote, he began to get tired but he was determined to do it, once his mum came in to 
his room to give him his dinner (pizza) but James didn't eat it, in fact he didn't touch it! He 
continued to write, eventually he finished, it had taken him about three hours and he had 
filled both sides of the paper in scribbly writing but he had done it! As he lay down his 
pencil he thought ”next time I have to write a story, I hope I get hit by bus.’!!
He limped over to his bed and lay down-he didn't even get changed-and fell asleep. The 
next morning at about seven o'clock James’ mum crept into his room saying quietly 
”James darling, are you wanting to go to school today? I don't think you should.”!
James mumbled back, “Need to hand in project.” 

Condolences from Clan Moffat UK to Vivienne Grehan and family, member 
233, on the death of her father Gordon Moffatt, member 234.
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Lanarkshire Local and Family History Fair in Motherwell !
- Saturday 23rd August 2014.!

 	

Bunty and Erica travelled to Motherwell on Friday 22nd August  to set up for the 
Fair on the following day.	

As usual at this event they had a good day with more interest in research aided by 
having the Clan database	

available to answer visitors queries.	

 	

There was also time for Bunty to attend a talk on research in Northern Ireland 
while	

Erica attended one on the events leading up to the Battle of Bannockburn.	

 	

Attendance at the Fair was lower than in previous years.	

Perhaps this was due to ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’  in Glasgow the 
following weekend.	

 	


‘Bygone Borderlands’ – 6th/7th September 2014.	

 	

On Saturday and Sunday the Clan display was set up at the Haining in Selkirk at 
a new event.	

which was arranged by the Archive Centre at the Hub in Hawick and Berwick 
Records Office.	

 	

It was also a family event with craft and other stalls in the grounds while the 
other displays were in the house.	

Erica had the opportunity to consult the Berwick Records Office to further her 
Moffat family research.	

 	

It was a good weekend all round.	
!

Erica Seggie!
Membership Secretary

A Warm Welcome to New Members of Clan Moffat UK!!
Jane Craig                          Member  296!
Claire Ryan                         Member  297!
Thomas E Spence              Member  298!
Ms Elizabeth Man Rey        Member  299!
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The title of this article is a little optimistic as there is no direct record of the state of 
health of the Moffats but some idea of the sort of maladies from which they suffered - and died - 
may be found in the statutory registers and also in the numerous accounts of the dreadful 
epidemics which were common in the 19th century. This investigation is based mainly on the 
death records of my own branch of the Moffats most of whom were agricultural workers in 
Dumfriesshire. The registers usually have three names on each page so, in order to increase 
the size of the sample, the other names on the same page are included since they lived in the 
same area and mostly had similar occupations. The period covered is from 1855, when the first 
statutory registrations started, to 1930.  Before 1855 deaths were recorded in the old parish 
registers (OPRs) but these are excluded since the causes of death given are often illegible, 
vague or bizarre. For example one  OPR for 1831 records deaths from “Decline of life” (8 
cases), “Bedridden”, “Water in the chest”  and “Inflammation”. One unfortunate character was 
“Gored by a bull” and one died of “Timpathy”, a disease that does not appear in medical 
textbooks or dictionaries, but sounds rather nasty.!

In all, 97 deaths were recorded in this study, excluding deaths in the first year of life 
which are unreliable because they were often not recorded and the compulsory registration of 
stillbirths did not begin until 1927.!

 The average age at death in this population was surprisingly high at 54.6 years but 

some lived much longer – eighteen died in their seventies, nine in their eighties and one died of 
“General debility of old age “ at 92. The commonest cause of death was disease of the heart 
and arteries – mostly coronary thrombosis and cerebral thrombosis or haemorrhage (stroke). 
There were 14 deaths from tuberculosis (usually recorded as “phthisis”) plus a number of 
possible phthisis cases  recorded as “water in chest” or “inflammation of lungs”. Diseases of the 
digestive system, including the liver, accounted for 13 deaths and lung disease, other than 
tuberculosis, for 11 deaths. Nowadays, the commonest cause of death is malignant disease 
(cancer) followed closely by diseases of the heart and arteries but there were only 7 deaths 
from cancer in the present study, probably because most people didn’t  live long enough to 
develop the disease or because of difficulties in diagnosis without modern means of 
investigation such as CT scans and biochemical methods.!

Things were very different in the cities. During the late 18th and throughout the 19th 
centuries workers flocked to the mills and factories as the industrial revolution gathered pace 
but the provision of adequate housing, water supply and sewage disposal failed to keep up with 
the increase in population.

The Health of our Ancestors!
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In the slums of Glasgow and Edinburgh there were often 12-16 people occupying a single 
room, sometimes without a window, and the alleyways ran with sewage. The expectation of 
life in Scotland as a whole between 1861 and 1870 was approximately 42 years but the age 
at death in Glasgow was about 30. Under such conditions infectious diseases such as 
typhoid, tuberculosis and cholera spread rapidly and took an appalling toll of the urban 
population. !

There were no deaths from cholera in the present study in spite of the horrific 
epidemics that occurred from time to time, for example in 1832, 1848, 1853 and 1858. In the 
1832 epidemic there were over 3000 deaths in Glasgow alone and even in Dumfries there 
were over 900 cases and 420 deaths between 15th September and 27th November. 
Numerous possible causes of this disease were postulated, even including the unpleasant 
smells in the city slums. Some idea of the bewilderment caused by such outbreaks may be 
deduced from the very detailed account of the 1848/49 epidemic, including the names of 
many of its victims, to be found in scottishmining.co.uk under the heading of “Health and 
Disease”. In London, John Snow finally deduced that whatever caused cholera was 
waterborne and in 1854 he famously removed the handle of the Broad street pump which put 
a stop to an epidemic. It was not until the work of  Louis Pasteur in France and Joseph Lister 
in Edinburgh that it was realised that infection was caused by bacteria. !

Away from the cities, even when the industrial revolution was in full swing, 
agricultural workers like the Moffats still lived a healthy open air life as they abandoned the 
farms and found new occupations on the rapidly developing railway network, as quarry 
workers in the huge sandstone quarries of Dumfriesshire and as “stonebreakers” and “road 
surfacemen”.!

There were two causes of death in this study that are particularly interesting in the 
light of  the history of medicine. One of the most feared causes of death in those days was 
puerperal fever ie. infection caused by insanitary conditions during childbirth. Such an 
infection caused the death of Janet, the wife of James Moffat in 1872.  Her baby, Thomas, 
died just 11 weeks later, probably as a result of the mother’s illness. The condition was 
common because although the richer women might be attended by a doctor, the poverty-
stricken farm workers were usually attended by a local untrained woman. There was difficulty 
in setting up a trained midwifery service because of opposition from the doctors but in 1881 
the Midwives Institute was formed which later became the Royal College of Midwives and in 
1902 the Midwives Act established midwifery as a profession with proper training. !

12



!
Secondly, towards the end of the 19th century there were a number of sudden 

deaths in Dumfries Infirmary during surgical operations. This was probably caused by the 
anaesthetic. The usual anaesthetics used in those days were ether and chloroform but it 
was later found that chloroform can be the cause of heart failure and sudden death so 
that it soon fell out of use. It is interesting that the first trial of ether in the whole of Europe 
was in Dumfries Infirmary.!

Finally it must be mentioned that, although agricultural workers had a healthy 
outdoor life, there is no way of knowing about the incidence of non-fatal diseases such as 
rheumatism and osteoarthritis, chronic bronchitis and accidental non-fatal injuries which 
must have been common on the land. It must be remembered that there was no old age 
pension in those days and workers relied on their families to support them in their old age 
so that they had large families and worked for as long as they possibly could. For 
example Thomas Moffat, my great grandfather, had four wives (not simultaneously!), 
fathered 9 children, and died at the age of 72, still giving his occupation as “farm 
labourer”.  It must have been a miserable and painful existence for such elderly workers.!

!
                                                                                                 David Burns Moffat !

Max Northeast, author of “ Whatever happened to George Salmond and his 
siblings”, October 2012 Newsletter, has been in touch to say that he has had !
George Salmond's Convict History published on the Amazon Kindle Store - KDP 
Select titled  "A Life of Misery in Van Dieman's Land - A Convict’s Story”.!
This gives a bit more of George's life and times in those early days of Australia's 
History which the Moffat Clan may enjoy reading about.!
 

          Steven Moffat honoured at Writers’ Guild Awards!
Steven Moffat, creator of ‘Sherlock”, who oversees “Dr Who” has  been awarded 
the top prize at this year’s Writers’ Guild Awards. This special award is for 
outstanding writing.
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Bannockburn 2014

Photographs - Gordon Crammond



Clan Moffat at 
Stirling 2014



Genealogist’s Report !
The Database of Moffats continues to grow, but not quite as fast as previously – although the 
total of individuals is now up at 37,600 about 1,000 extra entries in the recent year. It does 
have an improvement in quality, often due to my correspondents, whose information and my 
corresponding research have led to more accurate data within the families concerned. I 
squeezed in a day visit to Edinburgh in April, and made another visit of four days duration 
there in August. Each time I had a pre-determined agenda of certificates to seek, all designed 
to clear up ambiguities or shed light on anomalies that had mystified me earlier. !
!
As genealogist, I’ve participated in two Events. One was the FHS meeting in Dunfermline, and 
whilst this was well organised, and a great pleasure to attend, the attendees were more FHS 
devotees rather than laypeople seeking information. I even used the opportunity to gain some 
professional help with my own tree (but no joy though). The other was at Stirling, and here I 
met half a dozen members of the public with Moffat ancestors, especially visitors from Sweden 
and New Zealand, and I came away with some tasks to address on their behalf.!
!
Over the last year or so, I’ve had some correspondence with various members of the family of 
Alexander Charles Baddeley Moffatt, whose sons emigrated to Argentina. His wife, Caroline 
Eliza Sanderson kept a diary of all the family comings and goings, and particularly marriages 
and the birth of grandchildren. This diary is now with her great-granddaughter, Jacqueline 
Williams, who contacted me about it. We set a date to meet, in London Victoria, and 
Jacqueline gave me all the names and dates of the family from both Argentina and England. 
Thus the dates and places in the Database for this family are now accurate based on an 
impeccable source. Especial thanks to Jacqueline for this.!
!
Database has been consulted by internet users world-wide, and I receive a regular stream of 
comments, corrections and requests. One such user was Richard Flynn, from the Republic of 
Ireland. His ancestor was John Moffat (1850-1929), captain of a dredger that serviced the port 
of Fleetwood. The family later moved to Dublin, where they took up residence. A present 
member of this family is Sean Moffat, playwright, instructor at the Irish Writers' Centre in Dublin 
and Chairman of the Irish Playwrights and Screenwriters' Guild. Another query from Fleetwood 
was from Graham Lougher, seeking to identify all names on the Fleetwood War Memorial, and 
“A. Moffatt” was giving a problem.
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There were no candidates from the family I just mentioned above, but David Moffat 
(1855-1927), painter of coaches and ships, had a son, John Archibald Moffatt, who seems to 
have been known as Archie Moffatt, who had died aged 26 in January 1919.!
!
Whilst not listed in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, it is possible that Archie 
Moffatt had died of ill-heath experienced during war-time service, and that’s how his name 
came to appear on the War Memorial.!
!
I got myself a bit confused when researching Robert Ireland Moffat, b 1887. I assumed that a 
1901 census entry for Robert I. Moffat establishing the name of his wife and children referred 
to him. But then I saw that I had already allocated the wife and children to another person 
named Robert I. Moffat, also b 1887. It turned out that Robert Inch Moffat and Robert Ireland 
Moffat are two distinct and wholly separate people. I spent several days sorting that one out, 
and they are no longer confused in the Database.!
!
Another problem concerned Adam Robb Moffat. He married Agnes Thomson in 1868, and then 
both disappear – there is no reference to either in the 1871 census. In such a case I assume 
they emigrate. Quite separately, I had an “Agnes Moffat”, married, but husband absent, in the 
1881 census in Peeblesshire, with two children who had been b in Ipswich, Australia. It started 
to dawn that I had Agnes Thomson in the Database twice, so I amalgamated the entries. Adam 
and Agnes had indeed emigrated to Australia, had two children in 1870 and 1872, but then 
something went wrong. In 1873, Adam abandoned his wife and children, and high-tailed off to 
the goldfields of New Zealand. In 1874, Agnes and her two children took ship back to the UK, 
and thereafter resided with her brother on a farm in Peeblesshire. She died aged 89 in 1930. 
Meanwhile, in 1876 Adam had returned from New Zealand, and purchased land in 
Queensland, where he ran a farm. It seems they never met up together again. !
!
Now it happens that both my wife and I are tennis fans, and we live close to Wimbledon. I’d 
always wondered how Billie-Jean King, birth name Billie-Jean Moffitt, fitted into the Moffat 
family. Roger’s USA Database didn’t help. I knew the name of her father, but that did not go far 
enough back to get into the US Censuses. So I sent her an e-mail, asking the name of her 
grandfather.!
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DNA Project Report 2014!

The project has now 71 testees and although the numbers have not increased greatly 
from last year, members have been active in increasing the numbers of their markers which is 
good to see. The project at the moment requires a professional geneticist to analyse the data 
which we have. I would recommend that we employ FTDNA to do this for us as we must have 
a wealth of data and it would be a nice way to give back something to those who have 
supported this project. The cost of this work would need to be determined and should you be 
agreeable I will get in contact with FTDNA. I would guess that it would cost between £300 and 
£400. !

The DNA data added to our genealogist’s paper trail is one of the most powerful tools 
we have to go forward to find more about our individual and the Clan Moffat’s history. I should 
be grateful to anyone who has a story to tell about the finding of an unknown relative through 
using the project. Often after a person has had their DNA taken we do not hear whether or not 
the project has helped them to move forward in their research and knowledge of this would 
help to encourage more people to have their DNA taken. !

Gordon Crammond !

9th August 2014.!

To all these correspondents, and others, I am most grateful. Each investigation we have made 
together has illuminated another facet of the Moffat family – the information is documented 
permanently, and available to all researchers.!
!
Colin Moffat, !
Genealogist, Clan Moffat UK, !
Kingston-on-Thames, September 2014

She responded by setting up a phone-call, and gave me several useful clues. So when Roger 
Moffat visited my house in August, we dived into the US censuses. And got Billie-Jean back 
through several generations, until we arrived at Silas Moffitt (1831-1895) of North Carolina. This 
got back into areas already researched by the Americans. It turns out that Billie-Jean’s ancestor 
was Robert Moffat, who left Annandale in the mid-1700s. The spelling turned into Moffitt on 
arrival in America.
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Clan Moffat UK Children’s Writing Competition 2014!
Second Prize   Meg Redshaw, aged 10   “The Magical Story of the Moffat Ram”!

A long time ago there was a man named Brodie Williams. Brodie felt that Moffat was quite boring so 
he thought he would build a sculpture of a Ram and he would call it the Moffat Ram. Brodie was very 
famous in the town of Moffat because in 1815 - 1881 Brodie also sculpted Greyfriars Bobby. Brodie 
went and asked the towns people if they would like a sculpture in the town of Moffat. Well Moffat 
went crazy they said they would love a sculpture in Moffat. That night Brodie got a good night sleep 
so in the morning he would be ready to build the Moffat Ram.!
!
The next morning Brodie woke up and got a drink of water. The water gave Brodie an idea and his 
idea was that instead of it just being a normal ram standing in the middle of Moffat it would be a 
water fountain! So he got dressed and he washed then he got his tools and set to work. He told 
everybody that it was not just going to be a ram it was also going to be a fountain that poured clean 
water. So Brodie set to work and started the ram. It cost Brodie £500 for most of the equipment.!
!
After three years the Moffat Ram was finished. The Moffat Ram stood in the middle of the town of 
Moffat pouring out a source of clean water. After three years of hard work Brodie thought he could 
have a good rest. At 9:00 pm Brodie got a knock at his door he called, “Who is there at this time of 
night?”. Then he heard a call back “Its the towns people”. So he went down to his front door and 
opened it and all the towns people were there indeed. He said “Whats the matter has something 
happened to the ram’?.!
“Yes” said a man “The Moffat Ram has gone and it is nowhere to be seen”.!
“We have two go and find him! It took me three years to build him and I didn't build him to get a 
knock on my door in.the middle of the night to find he has gone”. So they all went out in the middle of 
the night to find him. There was a strong wind and they were all getting really tired when all of a 
sudden at the corner of their eyes they saw glitter coming from behind the bush they were standing 
next to. Then all of a sudden a ram (the same one as Brodie made) jumped out from behind the bush 
and he said, “Hi my name is Max the Moffat Ram”. They all jumped then one of the women in the 
crowd said “You belong on the stand in Moffat. “Yes I know I just thought I would go and stretch my 
legs.!
Then Brodie went and got a rope and brought it back and then he tied the rope to the ram and took it 
back to Moffat. Then all of the time went back to their houses and went back to bed. The next 
morning Brodie got dressed and went into the town of Moffat and everything was normal and the ram 
was standing in its normal place. Brodie stood looking at the ram the ram suddenly turned and 
winked at Brodie then he smiled back.!
!
Brodie and all the towns people would always remember the time the Moffat Ram ran away and 
came to life
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{ou can ree the watea fall and see the mountain tops
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{ou can haaz the th17 iaaing and the people td*,ing

{ou cc.n tee the *eef tunning and the Veople walt<ing

 Clan Moffat UK Children’s Writing Competition 2014!
Third Prize Skye Alexander, aged 10  “The Grey Mare’s Tail”!



Stories and facts about the Beef Tub!
John Hunter!
On the 12th August 1685 a man called John Hunter was seen running out a house in the bottom 
of the Beef Tub.!
But a man called James Douglas saw him and started to chase him. James Douglas was the 
commander of His Majesty's Regiment of Foot Guards and he was with about six other people. 
John Hunter tried to escape James Douglas by running up the steep side of the Beef Tub but 
unfortunately he didn't manage it and was shot to death.!
James Douglas was held responsible for Hunter’s death and his memorial stands at the top of the 
Beef Tub. Unfortunately no one knows why Hunter was shot or why he was running away from 
that house.!!
More about James Douglas !
Douglas was in Galloway where he was involved in the shootings so people thought he might be 
a criminal. He was also involved in some other illegal activities in Moffat.!!
The flight of the highlander!
In 1975 a highlander was trying to get away from enemy gunfire but it is very difficult to run up the 
Beef Tub (that was where they were) so he dropped to the floor and rolled down the hill at the 
enemy soldiers while getting shot at. He amazingly managed to knock them all over and get away 
alive, with only a few scratches.!!
Walter Scott!
A novelist called Walter Scott described the Beef Tub and said, “It looks as if four hills were laying 
their heads together, to shut out daylight from the dark hollow space between them. A damned 
deep, black, blackguard - looking abyss of a hole it is.” Walter Scott also described the flight of the 
highlander.!!
Facts about the beef tub!
The beef tub is got its name by all the thieves that stole cattle and hid them there. Because the 
beef tub is so deep (it's 500 foot deep) it was the perfect hiding place because you couldn't see 
the bottom from the roads. Well you can see the bottom from the new road but most of the new 
road is really the old one. No one really knows but they think John Hunter was one of the men 
who stole cattle. The beef tub is formed by four hills, great hill, Peat Knowe, Annanhead Hill, and 
Ericstane Hill. Great Hill is the largest of the four. It is 1527 ft or 465m, it takes a long time to 
climb. The Beef Tub is one of the main sources of the of the river Annan.; the other sources are 
the neighbouring hill Hart Fell. !!
The Beef Tub is one of the most famous places in Moffat and many people go for walks or cycles 
up the beef tub. The road to Edinburgh is on the side of the Beef Tub at one point and many 
people crash and when they do they rarely survive.

Clan Moffat UK Children’s Writing Competition 2014!
Highly Commended   Scarlett Freeman, aged 11



CLAN DIRECTORY!
!
As with the idea of receiving the newsletter 
by e-mail, it has been suggested that great 
savings could be made to Clan Moffat's 
finances by sending out revised copies of the 
Clan Directory in PDF format via e-mail. It is 
now some four or five years since the 
directory was last revised, and a new revision 
is due. The cost of postage on this weighty 
document is considerable, and again I would 
invite anyone who is willing to forego 
receiving a “hard copy” to let the editor know 
so that the appropriate arrangements can be 
made.!
!
George Moffat!
Publicity Officer!

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER!
!
At the Annual General Meeting  in August, it 
was suggested that this newsletter should be 
sent by e-mail as a way of making savings on 
postage. The general view was that not every 
clan member would necessarily have a 
computer, and therefore no access to e-
mails, so it would be better to keep it in it's 
present format. However, it would remain an 
option for those members who do have 
computers, therefore I would invite everyone 
who would be content to receive the 
newsletter via e-mail instead of a “hard copy” 
to inform the editor, Jim Moffat, so that he 
can make the necessary arrangements in 
time for the next issue.!
!
George Moffat!
Publicity Officer.!

Photos !
Front cover  Madam Jean and family in Clan tent at Bannockburn - Ron Moffat!
                    Moffat Clan assembling prior to start of the Pipefest march, Stirling  

Digital Newsletter and Clan Directory!!
Should you require a digital copy of the newsletter and/or Clan Directory I would 
be most grateful if you could complete the subject box of your email in one of 
these three ways by 28th February 2015. !!
Digital Newsletter Request!!
Digital Newsletter and Clan Directory Request!!
Clan Directory Request                                                !
                                                                                        Many thanks, Jim Moffat !
                                                                                                                      Editor!



Curious Moffat Links in Norfolk!

By Ron Moffat Member No 7!

On a November day in 1777, a burial service was conducted at Horsham St Faith parish 
church, five miles north of the city of Norwich.!
!
Until 1872 St Faith was the setting of England’s second biggest Cattle Fair, which was 
held annually on October 17th, when the village was teeming with traders and Scottish 
drovers and agents who had walked the 320 miles or so with the mighty herds, and their 
dogs from Dumfries.!
!
After the funeral the parson made the entry in the parish register : - “ JOHN MOFFAT OF 
DUMFRIES SCOTLAND ”.!
!
John is such a commonly found Christian name amongst Moffats. Could he possibly have 
been my ancestor who had lived in an isolated croft in TYNRON, Dumfriesshire ? Just an 
outside chance, as you might consider further into the story.!
TYNRON is a Dumfriesshire parish wedged between GLENCAIRN and PENPONT, 
accessed from the A76, taking the A702 road at THORNHlLL. !
        !
Families of Moffats were scattered throughout the area in the 18th century and at least 
three Clan Moffat members have ancestry tracing back to there. I count myself lucky to be 
one of them. It was only achieved by good luck, and by many years of dogged 
perseverance and by not being too proud to seek help wherever I could.!
!
Winchester in Hampshire seems an unlikely starting point for Scottish ancestry, the trail 
led to East London, where my father Thomas William Moffat hails from, the grandson of a 
Scottish couple from Castle Douglas: Thomas Bodden Moffat and Jessie Gibson, who 
tragically died of TB aged only 28 in 1873.!
The Hackney 1881 Census provided information of my great grandfather’s birthplace, 
making him (and Jessie) my gateway ancestors across the border.!
As I am not blessed with a photograph of my grandfather THOMAS or his father, it’s 
wonderful to luckily obtain a photograph of William, my great grandfather’s brother, back 
row left, and his sisters Barbaraa and Janet, seated front, taken at Kempleton Mill, 
Kircudbright, circa 1905. !



In 2009, which was Scotland’s Homecoming year, my late wife Nadine and I returned to my 
heritage trail in Dumfries and Galloway. The local people of Tynron were hosting events for 
descendants of a couple named McCaw who had migrated to New Zealand from an isolated 
croft called Cormilligain which is half way up a bleak hillside within the parish.!

We were all celebrating our ancestors, just the two of us Moffat’s telling the McCaw people 
about the Moffat’s who lived at Cormilligan in 1759 even before the McCaw’s. It was rather an 
unusual situation looking back on it!!

Thanks to the parish registers of Tynron being in existence from about 1755 onwards, I found 
that my ancestor Thomas was baptised there in the kirk, the son of John Moffat and Janet 
Crosbie ‘In Cormilligain’, meaning being tenants there.!

In the next year, 1760, John was baptised, followed by Alexander in 1763, and Janet in 1765, 
but these latter two were recorded as being born at Auchenhessnane. After managing to find 
these two farms on large scale maps, it appeared that we would be unable to find Cormilligain 
on foot, which seemed the only chance of getting there, until I wad put in touch with a kindly 
farmers wife, who offered to drive us up the track in her rugged 4x4 when we were in the area 
next. So in 2008 we found ourselves bouncing about over rocks in a burn, which we were told 
was low that year, otherwise it wouldn’t have been possible!!

At Kempleton Mill , Kircudbright !
William Moffat - standing on left side 
(brother of Thomas Bodden Moffat) 
died 19..2..1916 (82) Church Place 
Kircudbright!
Janet and Barbara (seated) his sisters, 
died 1914, 73 and 77 years old, Church 
Place Kircudbright The other people 
are named Dinwoodie (distantly related 
through the Boddens)!!

From the map it was apparent that Auchenhessnane was a different proposition entirely. 
Situated on a driveable minor road it looked to be a much more affluent property. The little road 
afforded views of the Scaur water running nearby, and then seeing a fine looking stone-built 
house. I was delighted to see the name of the property by the driveway entrance.!
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Pausing to gaze at the place where my ancestors had moved to in about 1764, if only to work, I 
spotted a croft across the yard where my folks might have made their new home.!

Then I spotted a man on a low wall, gazing at me, no doubt wondering why I had stopped. After I 
had explained my interest, he asked us if we would care to look inside the house! The Scots are 
so hospitable!!

So now I had found and entered two properties where Moffats lived so long ago. Finding 
ancestors by researching records and churchyard headstones is rewarding, and so to see where 
they lived is very special.!

The Moffat connection to Norfolk became more extensive than I had realised, because I found 
several families entered in various Norfolk parish registers as ‘Muffett’. One imagines that they 
result from drovers settling in the country after meeting a local lass.!

It seems that Moffats from Glencairn and Tynron were likely to have been involved with the cattle 
trade to Norfolk, because there is to me an amazing connection.!

Firstly perhaps I should say that I happen to be here near to Horsham St Faith, thanks to the pure 
chance of the RAF deciding that they would post me to the former World War ll bomber base of 
that name in 1957. And so, after meeting my late wife, I eventually settled here.!

Alexander Moffat (born 1729) acquired it in 
1758. He was the grandson of the ‘first’ 
Alexander of Loch Urr (1646 1751), the 
progenitor of that extensive family.

Not being content with finding that I have a Norfolk born great grandfather, I further discovered the 
evidence of the ‘Tynron Moffats’ knowledge of Norfolk: 
In mid - Norfolk, near to East Dereham lies the little parish of Mattishall Burgh, where there is a 
headstone inscribed: -  !
In memory of!
Alexander Moffat 
of Auchenhessnane, Scotland!
1838 -1876 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KirkPatrick Durham Nr Castle 
Douglas!
Ron visiting three Moffat family 
headstones 

Cormilligain 2009. Rab Wilson recites 
his Cormilligain Sonnet to the Moffats 

KirkPatrick Durham 2013!
Ron Moffat celebrates his ancestors:- James 
Moffat(96) His three x Great grandfather, wife 
Barbara nee Thomson and daughters.!
Also the grave of Thomas Moffat b 1759 
Cormilligain, His 4x  Great-grandfather, (the son 
of John and Janet Moffat)

Auchenhessnane House. Our Moffats 
lived here1760. (John, Janet, son 
Thomas etc) House owned by (their 
cousin?) Alexander Moffat



VACANCY FOR A WEBMASTER 
Betty Telford, who took over the post of Web Master merely to fill in while another candidate 
was found, has, after several years of sterling work, eventually resigned.!!
This means that we now desperately need someone to come forward to take on the role or 
else the Clan Moffat website will lapse into stasis. Betty has said that managing the software is 
fairly simple and straightforward, and that if someone of her age can do it then a younger 
person should have little difficulty. So please, please, someone volunteer to take on this 
important role. There would be no need to hold an election at an Extraordinary General 
Meeting, as a volunteer would merely be co-opted onto the committee. Anyone interested 
should contact the Secretary.!!
George Moffat!
Publicity Officer. !

Curious Moffat Links in Norfolk!

He died of a brain tumour aged only 38. The grandson of the man who asked my ancestors to join 
him. How did he end up farming in Norfolk? Was it because of information brought back by 
drovers?!

How wonderful to have a Moffat heritage trail in Scotland, and also here in England, near to 
home.!

At St Faith, a little quiet lane backs on to what is now Norwich Airport, still bearing the name 
‘Bullock Hill”, which as I go past, I remember the drovers, and wonder which part of the 
churchyard is John Moffat's last resting place.



Annual Classic Car Show!
                Moffat

Members who stayed in Moffat on the Saturday of the Homecoming 
weekend enjoyed this spectacle in the High Street with landmarks of the 
town in the background  - the Moffat Arms Hotel where the Clan 
Reception was held, the newly renovated Town Hall and the Moffat 
Ram. 


