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From the Editor 

Welcome to the Autumn 2015 edition of Moffatalia.
The Clan Moffat UK website continues to be an important resource 
for members and non members alike. There are two articles in this 
edition which illustrate this. Blaby Heritage MuseumTrust was able 
to enlist the help of our Genealogist, Colin Moffat to trace the family 
of  Squadron Leader  Alan  Moffet.   Michael  Moffatt  was  reunited 
with  a  cousin  who  presented  him  with  a  framed  wartime 
photograph of his father, Alan Moffatt, another RAF pilot who was 
remembered with four other airmen at a service  in The Netherlands 
in May.
Thanks to all the children from Moffat Academy who entered the 
second Clan Moffat Writing Competition and congratulations to the 
four winners. Two of the winning entries are featured in this edition 
and the remaining two will be included 
in the Spring 2016 edition.

Jim Moffat
Editor
moffatclanpiper@me.com

Deadline for Spring 2016 Edition 
29 February
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Chairman’s Report 
Over half way through 2015, the well attended, AGM is past and I 
haven’t been evicted from the chair yet. I suppose the main points 
are membership is holding steady, we’re healthily solvent and 
things are progressing quietly on the DNA and genealogy side. Also 
you will see from the minutes that we have decided to change our 
financial year to better fit in with the activity in the Clan’s account. 
This should give a much tidier and simpler to follow annual 
statement.

I had the pleasure of attending the FHS Fair in Stirling with Bunty 
and Erica, they said it was disappointing, I didn’t know any better 
so although it was a bit of a non-event in furthering Clan business 
there were one or two interesting things and I came back with a 
couple of booklets which I plan to read one day if I can find where I 
put them. We’re off to Carlisle in October so hopefully we’ll have 
more success as there are still many Moffats in Cumbria and it isn’t 
as far to travel.

My thanks as ever go to our committee members, their hard work, 
ability, and dedication is key to the continued success of Clan 
Moffat.

Finally many thanks to all of you for your continued support.

Yours aye

David Kennedy Moffat  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Clan Chief’s Letter 

Dear members,

Robin and I are in the mountains of northern Spain as I write this, 
enjoying some warm sunshine and spectacular scenery after a rather 
cold August.

We had a most enjoyable weekend in Moffat a few weeks ago.  
Unfortunately it was rather wet and unseasonably cold.
It was good to see some new faces as well as old friends.  I would 
like to thank Bunty  for her hard work in organizing everything.  
Having the extra day made  all the difference.  The coffee morning 
and talk by Jock Dicerbo was interesting.  I even learnt a few things 
I did not know about my home town!  We enjoyed the trip to 
Drumlanrig. I had not been in the house before only the grounds.

I hope to see some more of you next year when we can visit another 
interesting place.

Spero Meliora.
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Secretary’s Report 
Bunty Davies 

bunty.davies@btinternet.com 

I am pleased to say that the weekend was slightly extended 
this year and a few more people attended, although it was 
disappointing that Moffat Academy decided that they were 
not able to bring some of their pupils for the Writing 
Competition presentation.  However, this left us the Friday 
morning free to organise a speaker and a coffee morning, 
which a few people from Moffat also attended.

In the afternoon, the visit to Dumfries House had to be 
called off because of the timing, but fifteen of us did visit 
Drumlanrig Castle., which was very interesting.

Next year, we have decided to revert to our more usual 
weekend of August 12th to 14th

On the morning of Friday 12th August 2016  I hope to be 
able to rearrange the visit to Dumfries House, which is well 
worth seeing.  We could have lunch there and a look round 
the garden – it is only the house which is not available on 
Friday afternoons.  Approximate numbers will be needed 
for this booking and for the coach before the end of this 
year.  Therefore, if you feel you would like to join in with 
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this trip, please let me know by the end of November.  I can’t let you 
know accurate costs as yet, but it will be in the region of £16 plus 
lunch and coach fares, payable in advance.
The AGM will be held at 2.30pm on Saturday 13th August 2016 at 
the Proudfoot Centre, Moffat.  The Committee Meeting, for those 
involved, will be at 10.30am on the same date and at the same place.

For next year, the organising of the annual dinner will be taken over 
by Lesley White, who has just joined the committee.  It has been 
booked again at Moffat House Hotel for Saturday 13th August 2016 
at 6.45pm for 7pm.  
Lesley’s e-mail address is lesley.white46@gmail.com and bookings 
can be made for next year either direct to her or through me.

Hoping to see you next year

Bunty

Welcome from Clan Moffat UK to 

New Member      Mrs R McKinlay (303)
New Committee Member  Mrs Lesley White (293)
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Moffat Academy 
Clan Moffat UK 

Children’s Writing Competition 
June 2015 

Gold Award                 Benn Kerr     

Silver Award                Ava Hume 

Bronze Award            Erin Wright 

Highly Commended      Laila Seaton 

Robert the Moffat Ram by Ben Kerr 

During the Scottish wars of independence, in the town of Moffat a 
young shepherd named James left his small wooden cottage to tend 
to his sheep. When he reached his field he found the sheep were 
mortified. It was not until after setting out water that he noticed his 
ram Robert was missing.
He would have suspected a wolf but there was no trail of blood. He 
decided to look in the village just down the hill and set off whilst 
eating his breakfast (Bread with warm butter, his favourite).
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At the village the people were talking about a huge red dragon, at 
least fifty feet long that had swooped down onto a sheep field and 
flew off with a ram. He knew at once it must have been Robert. 
Distraught he decided to go to the village elder. He asked the elder 
about dragon legends. The elder showed him a large ancient book. 
He scoured the book. Eventually he came across details about a 
dragon called Arajone, a stone maker who supposedly lived on the 
island where Station Park is today. He had special powers which 
enabled him to turn things to stone with just one breath and liked 
the taste of mutton.

Arajone had taken Robert. James sped to the pond and jumped into 
a small wooden rowing boat. Counting as he rowed to the island. 56 
exhausting  strokes  to get there. On land he had to cut away tree 
branches with his sword to get through. In the centre of the island 
he found a 5 feet wide hole with no visible bottom. He had no 
choice but to jump. It was a leap of faith. He closed his eyes and fell 
for what felt like hours finally crashing into water. Not cold water 
like the river, nor boiling water. It was tepid and felt luxurious on 
the skin.
Observing his surroundings he was surprised to be in a cave. There 
were many tunnels leading off in every direction and James knew it 
would be hard finding Robert. Choosing a tunnel heading south as 
he heard a noise that sounded like Robert's cry, he rushed forward. 
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He was shocked to find the passage was littered with sheep 
carcasses. " Oh no Robert " he cried. James ran right and found a 
large room which contained nothing but a huge red dragon and 
amazingly Robert, alive and more than a little scared. James heard a 
low growl then the dragon flew directly at him. He drew his sword 
and slashed the dragon's head , leaving a gash. James ran to Robert, 
picked him up and ran to the cave entrance to a huge spiralling 
stone staircase. Up he went till eventually he reached daylight. 
We're safe thought James as he stared down the stairs. Suddenly a 
huge roar came from the cave as Arajone flew out. He sent a huge 
breath towards James but Robert had jumped in front of him. James 
pulled out his sword and drove it through Arajone's head and killed 
him. It was too little too late as the breath turned the ram to stone. 
The next day James built the Moffat ram using Robert's stone body 
so he would always be remembered.

                                                       The end                              

World Gold Panning Championships 
to be held In Moffat                               

The British Gold Panning Association has won the rights to hold 
this event and they are to bring it to Moffat in August 2017. 
Thousands of competitors and visitors are expected to attend.  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Memorial Service for 
Squadron Leader Alan Moffet 

(1920-45) 

A special service was held in July to commemorate the death of 
Alan Moffet in a tragic accident at an air show in Blaby, 
Leicestershire in 1945. Blaby Heritage and Museum Trust were able 
to trace Alan Moffet’s family with the help of our Genealogist, Colin 
Moffat and the Clan Moffat Database. Colin’s full account is below.

ANNA BENNETT (CENTRE), DAUGHTER OF ALAN MOFFET, WITH THE FAMILY AT THE 
MEMORIAL SEAT WHICH IS THOUGHT TO OVERLOOK THE SCENE OF THE TRAGEDY.

PHOTOGRAPH : WILL JOHNSTON LEWJ20150721J-007 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Alan Ormerod Moffet (1920-1945) 

I first became aware of Alan Ormerod Moffet when I studied the 
Database of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, with a 
view to commemorating all the Moffats who fell in two World Wars. 
The idea was to give date and place of 
death, the unit in which they served, 
and service number. This would give 
researchers pointers to where further 
information  could  be  obtained,  or 
where the grave site could be visited. I 
also  hoped  to  fit  each  casualty  back 
into his ancestral family, so his lineage 
was established.

Alan Ormerod Moffet, died in an air accident in July 1945, just after 
the conclusion of the war in Europe. This occurred in an airfield in 
Blaby,  Leicestershire,  and  the  local  Council  and  Heritage  Society 
wished to note the 70th anniversary with a special mark of respect to 
Alan,  by erecting a memorial seat in his honour. Moreover, they 
wished to do this publicly, by inviting Alan’s descendents to attend 
a  dedication  ceremony  in  person.  So  they  looked  up  the  Moffat 
Database, and found Alan there – as part of my CWGC project. They 
sent me an e-mail, asking if I knew the descendents. I didn’t, but I 
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did some research – finding reference to Alan’s wife (now deceased) 
and daughter, and in turn her daughters.
I sent some addresses to Blaby, but dated as of 2000, out of date by 
some 15 years. Beverley Simpson, of Blaby Heritage, followed up all 
the clues, and located Alan’s daughter, now Anna Rebbla Bennett. 
She  and  her  family  were  delighted  with  Blaby’s  initiative,  and 
attended the dedication ceremony in Blaby on 21st July this year, the 
exact  70th  anniversary  of  Alan’s  death.  Anna  wore  her  father’s 

medals with pride. A service of dedication 
was conducted by Rev. Grenville Gibbins, in 
which  a  wreath  was  laid  by  a  uniformed 
RAF veteran representing the British Legion 

and the RAF Association. There was a one minute silence.
On behalf of Clan Moffat, I too was there, and was privileged to see 
Alan’s  original  log  book.  This  document  is  amazing,  and 
documented Alan’s flying career. He had started as an apprentice in 
1938,  his  flying skill  was  marked as  “exceptional”.  He was soon 
operating a taxi service for the most senior officers, he was moving 
all types of aircraft from one airfield to another, he was conducting 
training sessions, and he was participating in test flights that were 
too secret to document.We read of one experiment where he flew 
into barrages, to gain insight into the damage that could be inflicted 
on  enemy  aircraft.  His  skill  was  so  great  that  he  was  denied 
permission to participate in combat. In 1942, he received the highest 
merit  outside actual combat in the award of the Air Force Cross, 
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which was  presented to  him at  Buckingham Palace,  and he  was 
promoted to the rank of Squadron Leader.
In the concluding phases of the war, Alan moved into test flying jet 
aircraft. Some two months after the European war was over, he was 
flying  a  Gloster  Meteor  at  the  Powerjets  sports  and  social  club 
sports day in Whetstone, Leicestershire, when the aircraft crashed 
into a field adjacent to Blaby Cemetery. I’m pleased that the Clan 
Moffat  Database  played a  small,  but  key,  part  in  facilitating  this 
reunion.

Colin Moffat 

He was born in Manchester in 1920 and in 
1941 he married Mary Rebbla Hodgson. 
He was a pilot officer during the early 
years of the war and was awarded the air 
force cross which was presented to him at 
Buckingham Palace on 17 November 1942. 
He would have been only 22 at the time. 
He was promoted to Flight Lieutenant and  
then to Squadron Leader. 
His later flying duties were with the 
Power Jets Test Flight at Bruntingthorpe. 
He was their Chief Test Pilot and lost his life demonstrating and 
Gloster meteor 281 during a gala at Power Jets Whetstone on 21st 
July 1945.                        

By kind permission of Blaby Heritage and Museum Society 

Volume 1 Issue 2                    �16                  Autumn 2015



Genealogist’s Report 

The Database continues to grow, and the count as of the September 
Edition was just under 38,500. The reason for the growth is two-fold. 
One reason is my correspondence with people who are interested in 
their own family of Moffat. I use this as an excuse to delve as far as I 
can into these branches, and add new who come to my attention – 
they may be celebrities, e.g. Stephen Moffat who writes Dr Who and 
Sherlock, or Louise Elizabeth Moffat, who has been selected to play 
Rugby for  Scotland,  or  Gina Moffatt,  who won a grant  from the 
Prince’s Trust for her floristry business in Tottenham. I don’t contact 
these people, but I see what’s available in the public domain, and 
track their ancestry back into people already in the Database. The 
second way I get more entries is by examining publicly available 
databases.  I’ve  already  got  all  the  military  personnel  from  the 
Commonwealth  War  Graves  Commission,  I  have  the  two  Irish 
censuses from 1901 and 1911, and now I’m trawling systematically 
through the  Scottish  census  of  1901.  This  is  adding families  that 
started 1882-1901,  and also wholly new families who immigrated 
from Ireland 1882-1901.

This year saw a sad anniversary,  that of Anne Moffat,  Marketing 
Officer  for  the UK Girl  Guide movement,  who was killed in  the 
atrocity at Aldgate East tube station on 7.7.2005. Another sad death 
was Camille Muffat, French Olympic gold medal winning swimmer, 
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was killed on 9.3.2015 in a helicopter crash when participating in a 
celebrity reality TV show in Argentina. 
Last year, I mentioned Scottish Moffats who were concerned with 
golf. I made a major omission – of Ralph Lawson Moffitt. Ralph was 
steadily rising in the rankings, and achieved selection for the Great 
Britain Ryder Cup golf team in 1961. However, his captain ignored 
him  in  the  early  rounds  so  Ralph  played  just  once,  in  the  final 
singles event. He lost 5&4 to Mike Souchak, and just behind him, 
Peter Allis halved with Arnold Palmer. Ralph also competed in the 
British Open in Troon in 1962. He achieved 11th place, a few strokes 
adrift of Arnold Palmer, who won it. Born Ryton, County Durham 
1934, died Great Yarmouth 2003.
Another  correspondent  pointed out  that  the  three  ranges  of  hills 
south  of  Edinburgh  are  the  Pentlands,  the  Moorfoots  and  the 
Lammermuirs.  He asked if  the name Moffat  could in fact  derive 
from the Moorfoot Hills. That rang a bell, because I had once asked 
Alistair Moffat, when he attended our Symposium in 2010, what his 
take was on the origin of the name “Moffat” – “It’s obvious”, said 
Alistair, “Moffat is the first place when travelling from Edinburgh 
that you reach after traversing the moor. It’s the Moor Foot. That’s 
the derivation of  the name of  the town”.  Well,  much better  than 
earlier suggestions of “long plain”. But, if our family name derived 
from  the  Moorfoot  Hills,  I  would  expect  the  original  name  of 
“Moorfoot” in much wider use. In fact there are but a handful of 
families  in  England and Scotland using this  name,  whereas  over 
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10,000 use Moffat(t).  So,  no,  I’m not  in favour of  this  derivation. 
(Bruce Moffat pointed out to me that Rex Moorfoot (1921-1994) was 
a  prominent  broadcaster  –  but  I  still  maintain  that  the  surname 
“Moorfoot” is not widespread.)
I’m still keen on preserving this Database for the future. I do not 
wish it  to  be  in  my hands alone.  Consequently,  I  am giving full 
copies to members of our Committee. I found this easiest to achieve 
by  sending  a  Memory  Stick  to  each  of  our  Clan  Chief,  our 
Chairman,  and  our  former  Chairman.  I’ve  shown  them  how  to 
preserve the Database, and asked them to return the memory stick 
to me. Thereby they can get an updated copy next year at no further 
cost. 
I’m still working hard on the Database. I was in Edinburgh for two 
days last December, and 3 days there last month (August). It’s often 
difficult to highlight a specific achievement, but the end result is a 
methodical increase in quality. The chances are, that if you seek a 
Moffat family within recent memory, you will find more than you 
expect in the Database. And I’m still exhorting people to examine 
their  own  families  within  the  Database  –  and  let  me   know  of 
improvements.

Colin Moffat, 
Genealogist, Clan Moffat UK, 
Kingston-on-Thames, September 2015  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Membership Secretary’s Report 

On Friday morning 21st August members and visitors met in the 
Proudfoot Institute, Moffat where they were entertained to a very 
informative  and amusing talk about Moffat in days gone by.
The speaker, Jock Dicerbo, born and bred in Moffat, was introduced 
by the Clan Chief Madam Jean Moffat.
His talk was illustrated by a series of slides covering topics such as 
the story of Dr Buck Ruxton, the Gardenholm WW2 Bunker as well 
as Coxhill Duck Farm, where three WW2 enemy bombs were 
dropped.. However not 1 single duck of the thousands there was 
killed.
 
The talk was followed by a coffee morning with a selection of tasty 
cakes baked by committee members.  Donations made were later 
handed over to the Moffat Museum..
 
In the afternoon members drove to Drumlanrig Castle where they 
were taken on a tour of the premises.  There was also time for a visit 
to the cafe and the gift shop.

                                         Events 2015/16
The Clan will have stalls at the following events.
2015   24th October - Cumbria FHS Conference and Fair to be held in 
Carlisle.
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2016   23rd April - SAFHS Conference at New Lanark.
20th August -  Lanarkshire Conference and Fair in Motherwell.
We are always pleased to have help at these events.If you are able to 
come along please let Erica know.

Clan Visit to Drumlanrig Castle , the stately home of the 

Dukes of Buccleugh and Queensbury 

PHOTOGRAPH - COURTESY OF ANNE MOFFAT 
SEATED IAN TELFORD BETTY TELFORD HAZEL CRAMMOND WENDY GAITSKELL
ERICA SEGGIE   STANDING ANNE MOFFAT MADAM JEAN MOFFAT OF THAT ILK BRUCE 
MOFFAT ROBIN GATES COLIN MOFFAT GORDON CRAMMOND LESLEY WHITE BARRY WHITE 
BARBARA MUNNS BUNTY DAVIES 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Children’s Writing Competition 

The Auld Toffee Tale by Ava 
Hume 

It was a sunny morning and Jock Moffat was taking his 
visiting grandchildren out to explore Moffat. It was their 
first visit to Moffat and Jock was determined to show them 
all the things that Moffat was famous for.

Chatting away while they were walking enabled  Jock to tell 
them a bit about Moffat's history. They were fascinated to 
learn of the world’s narrowest hotel,The Star and vowed to 
look it up in the Guinness World Records. Noticing the 
newly refurbished War Memorial the children were 
fascinated to read all the names listed on it. Jock started to 
tell them a story about one of the names on the list, Angus 
Moffat. He was Jock’s grandfather and their great great 
grandfather.

Crossing the road to the infamous Moffat Toffee Shop for 
the children to fill a bag with some goodies, Jock started to 
tell them about Angus and his part in creating Moffat High 
Street as it is known today.
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“Aye ma grandfither Angus started this very shop. Whilst helping 
ma granny tae bake some fudge tae be handed oot tae the children 
at the Moffat Show, they forgot tae take the mixture off the stove 
and the sugar boiled too long, turning it tae toffee. Withoot time tae 
make a new batch granny gave some tae my grandfither and he 
thought it was delicious. Taking it tae the show they sold oot o the 
toffee awffy quick and that was then they realised theren wis a 
possible business opportunity. Granny started to make a batch to 
sell in toon  every day and wid stand on the High Street selling it. 
When the shop that we are standing in became vacant Angus an’ 
Aileen started the Moffat
Toffee shop.

As Jock and the children continued up the High Street they walked 
past the Moffat Weaver Tweed Shop and suddenly the children 
burst out laughing.

“Wit?” asked a very confused Jock. 

“Look at the name of that shop“, stuttered the giggling children. 
“It's called Thingummyjig’.

“ Aye wits wrang with tha?” laughed Jock.

 “It's just such a strange name “ laughed the children.
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“No” when it sells a bit o everything so no one knows wit 
type o shop it really is. The name ses it all”.

Just  then the children noticed the statue of the ram. Jock 
explained to his grandchildren that it was gifted to Moffat 
by a businessman from Beattock in 1875 and the ram was 
chosen to represent Moffat's close association with farming 
and the sheep industry. The children laughed when he 
pointed out that it had no ears.

Looking at all the different types of building on Moffat 
High Street the children were fascinated that no two were 
the same. They noticed the Moffat House Hotel, the newly 
refurbished Town Hall and the Annandale Hotel.

Noticing they were beginning to tire, Jock suggested getting 
an ice cream from Arietes. Struggling to choose what type 
of cone to have, they couldn't believe their eyes when they 
noticed the new flavour Moffat Toffee ice cream. It seemed 
incredible just having learnt the story of their ancestors 
inventing it. Turning to their grandfather they asked if 
having the surname Moffat made them part of the Moffat 
clan.

“Aye “said Jock “it does”!
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Alan Raymond Moffatt 1922 - 1943 

Wartime RAF pilot Alan Moffatt, one of five airman buried in the 
village churchyard at Holwered in the Netherlands  was the father 
of one of our members Michael H Moffatt who wrote “The Life and 
War Record of Alan Raymond Moffatt” in the April 2013 edition of 
the Clan Moffat Newsletter.

Through the Clan Moffat website Michael has recently been 
reunited with a long lost cousin who presented him with a wartime 
photograph of his father.

PHOTOGRAPH  MICHAEL MOFFATT (RIGHT)) WITH COUSIN DAVID. COURTESY OF CLAN 
MOFFAT UK WEBSITE.

On 4th May this year the people of Holwered held a 70th 
Remembrance  Day to remember those, such as Alan Moffatt who 
were involved in the liberation of the Netherlands and those who 
died in World War 2. Betty Telford received the following 
photographs and information from Gerben en Alie Patrouille. 
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70th Remembrance Day at Holwered 

                                  SILENT WALK THROUGH VILLAGE WITH DRUM ROLL

THE SCHOOL CHILDREN PLACED THE BOUQUETS ON THE GRAVESTONES OF THE AIRMEN
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TRUMPET PLAYER PLAYING “TAPTOE”

AFTER THE CEREMONY OUTSIDE THE SECOND PART OF THE CEREMONY WAS HELD INSIDE 
THE CHURCH WITH SONGS, POEMS AND NARRATORS. 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